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REASON: 


FOR AY 


- IHE 


Impoſed upon All 


Anno 16758. Ofob. 30. 


In theſe Words, 


J A. B. do ſolemnly and ſincerely, in the P2eſence of God, p2ofeſs, 
| teſtifle, and declare, That J do believe that in the Sacrament of 
the Lo2d's Supper there is nor any Tranſubſtantiarion of the Ele- 


þ ments of 332rad and Wine into the Body and Slood of Chi 
ſ 02 after the Conſecration thereof by any Perſon whatſoever 


the _— Rome, are Superfſtizious and Jdolarrous, 
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 ABROGATING 


TEST, 


Members of Parliament 


that the Jnvocatſon 02 Ado2ation of the Uirgin Mary, 02 any other 
Saint, and the. Sacrifice of the Baſs, as they are now uled in 
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Firſt Written for the Author's own Satisfation 3 And now 
Publiſhed for the Benefit of all others whom it may concern. 
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REASONS 


FOR 


ABROGATING 


THE 


TESLH. 


HE TEST impoſed upon 
=> Members of Parliament © —— 
Fn her 30. 1678. ought (Ihum- 
7s bly Sinn to be repeal'd for 
theſe Reaſons. 

Firſt, Becauſe it doth not 
only di iminiſh, but utterly de- 
"ip the natural} Rights of Peerage, and turns 
the Berth-right of the Engliſh Nobi/zty into a 
precarious Title : So that what was in all for- 
mer Ages only forfeited by Treaſon, is now at 
the mercy of every Fattim or every Paſſun in 
Parliament. And therefore how uſeful ſoever 
the Teſt might have been in its ſeaſon, it ſome 
tame 
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Reaſ ons for Abrogating 


© re 


time muſt prove a very ill Precedent againſt the 
Rights of Peerage ; for if it may be allowd in 
any Caſe, there is no Caſe in which it may nor 
be impoſed. 

And therefore I remember that in the Firſt 
T ranſubſtantiation-Telt , Anno Dom. 1673. the 
Rights of Peerage.are. [ indeed according to, con- 
ſtant Cuſtom | ſecur'd by Provilo. D 
always, Lyat neither this An, noz any- 
thing therein contained, ſhall cxtend, be judg- 
cd, 02 interpzeted any Ways to hurt oz pzeju- 
dice the Peerage of any Proof this Reaim, 
02 to take away any right, power, pzivitege 
o2 p2ofit, Which any perſon [_ being a Peer of 
this Realm] hath oz ought toenjop by reaſon 
of his Petrage, either in tane.of Pariancut 
02 otherWile. 

And in the Year 1675. when this Teſt or 
Oath of Loya/ty was brought into the Houſe of 
Peers, That it 1 not lawful upon any Pretence what- 
ſeever to take up Arms againſt the King, and by his Au- 
thortty againſt bis Perſon, it was vehemently proteſted 
againſt as a Breach of Privilege. 

No body could except againſt the Mattcy of 
the, Teſt it ſelf, much lets , the . Nobility, who 
had generally taken-it upon-cthe Account of their 
ſeveral Truſts in the Militia. So that the only 
Devate was, Whether the very Propoſal of. it, 
as a Qualification for a Right [to lit in, Parhamcgr, 

were 
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were. not-a- Breach of the ual Right of 


Peerage + And after ſome tes upon rhe point 
of Peerage it was, without ever entring into the 
Merits ot the Cauſe: it ſelf, thrown out by an 
unanimous V ote of. the Houſe, April 21. 1675. 
Before the putting of the Queſtion, this P R O- 
TESTATION 6 entred. | 

&« 4 Bull to prevent the Dangers which may ariſe 
&« from Perſons diſaffefted to the Government. 


&« The Houſe reſolv'd into a Commuttee to confider of 


© it, and being reſumd, the Queſtton was put, Whe- 
& ther this Bull does ſo far intrench upon the Privi- 
© leges of this Houſe, as it ought therefore to be caſt 
C out # It was at firſt reſolved im the Negative with 
C« this Memorandum , That before the putting the 
« aboveſatd Queſtion, theſe Lords following defared 
C« Leave to enter their Dillents, if the Queſtion was 
&« carried in the Negative, and accordingly did enter 
& ther Diſlents, as followeth. 

« We, whoſe Names are under-written , being 
&« Peers of this Realm, do according to our Rights, 
« Hud the. \ancient uſage of Parliaments, declare, 
« That the Queſtion having been put, Whether the 
&« Bull, entituled, An ACt to prevent the Dangers 
« which may ariſe from Perſons diſafteCted ro 
« the Government, does. ſo far entrench upon the 
« Privileges of this Houſe, that it ought therefore 
C to be caſt out, it being reſolved in the Negatrve, 
« We do humbly concerve, That any Bill which zm- 
+ | « poſeth 


Reaſous for Abrogating 
&« poſeth an Oath upon the Peers with a Penalty, as this 
& doth, T hat upon'the refuſal of that Oath, they ſhall 
« be made uncapable of {uting and voting m this 
« Houſe : As it is a thing unprelidented in fornier 
« Temes, ſo i it inour bumble Oponton the piepeſ In- 
« yaſion of the Liberties and Pryvileges of the Peer- 
& age that poſſibly may be, and moſt deſtruttive of the 
&« Freedom which they ought to enjoy as Members of 
« Parliament. 
&« Becauſe the Privilege of Sutting aud Voting in 
& Parliament is an Honour they bave by Birth, and a 
&« Right ſo inherent in em, and wmſeparable Com em, 
& as that nothing can take 1t way, but what by the Law 
TheNames © of the Land muſt withal take away their Lives; and 


| of the pro-@ corrupt their Blood ; «pon which Ground, We do here 
teſting © enter our Diſlent from that Vote, avd our Pro- 


Peers to 6 : . 
the number && te(tation againſt IC. 


of 23. ©. QUAERE, How many of thoſe Noble Lords 
Sw nor voted for the Teſt in 1678. and then, whether if 
val Book. they have preſervd their Rights of Pecrage, they 
have preſervd its Honour too ? 
Bur the Debate was kept up many Days, till at 
laſt, April 30. 1675. it came tothis Iflue. 
It was at laſt reſolved, That no Oath ſhall by this 
Bill be tmpoſed ; and paſsd into a general Order 
by che whole Houſe, Nemine Contradicente, as fol- 
loweth. 
* Ordered by the Lords Spirutual and Temporal 
«in Parliament aſſembled, That no Oath foal 
| ; be 
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< be impoſed. by 'any Bill - or | otheryiſe, upon the 
« Peers with a Penalty in caſe of wg to loſe their 

«* Places and Votes in Parliament, or liberty. of De- 

« bates therein ; and. that this Order - be. atlded to 
* the flanding-Orders of this Houſe, , . .. | 

Secondly, It ought to be repealed, becauſe of 
its; diſhonourable , Birth and Original , it being 
the Firſt-barn; of Oats Plot, and brought forth 
on.purpoſe to giyc Credit and Reputation tothe 
Perjury. * | 

Now I ſhould think that when the Villainy of 
that is ſo fully laid open to the Warld, itſhould 
not a little concern the Honour of the Nation, 
but very. much concern the Honour and Wiſedom 
of the Houſe of Peers, to deface fo great a Mo- 
nument erected by themſclyes in Honour of {o 
groſs an Impoſture. 

It is ſhame cnough to the preſent Age to have 
given any publick Credit to ſo enormous a Chear, 
and the greateſt Kindneſs it can do it (elf is to 
deſtroy, as much as may be, all the Records of 
Acts done by 'the- Government to abet it. 

, What will Poſtcrity judge of the preſent No- 
bility, to ſec ſuch an wxpre/idented Law,not onely 
enacted upon fo foul an Occaſion; but attcr the 
diſcovery of the Cheat, aſſerted with Heart and 
Zeal, though to the ſubverſion of their own Fur 
damental Rights and Privileges? 

Beſides the Roman Catholick Peers have ſufferd 
B ſcycrely 
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VLALONS FO Abrogating , 


ſeverely cnongh already by their own'honou- 


rable Houſe's givmg Credit to ſo dull an Impo- 


ture: And I think it ts the lcaſt Compenſation 
that they can'in Honour make them, only to 
reſtore 'em to their natural Rights. 

What will foreign Nations and future Ages 
think of the Injuſtice and Barbarity of the pre- 
ſent Peerage; to fuffer Engliſh Noblemen to be 
{tript of the greateſt Privilege of their Birth-right 
by ſo unheard of a Villainy? And when it is in 
their Power to ſee their immur'd Peers redrefſed, 
that [they ſhonld not only fuffer 'em to be fo. 
bafely robb'd of therr Peerage, but ſhould 'for 
ever eſtabliſh and ratify the Fraud by Authority 
and force of Law. 

This would bean eternal National Reproach, 
and ſucha blot upon the Houſe of Peers, 'that-no 
length of time could wear away ; nothing but 
the Univerſal Conflagration could deſtroy. 

Thirdly, It ought to-be repealed; becauſe of 
the incompetent Authority by which the Law was 
cnactcd : it 1s a Law of an Ecelefiaftical Nature, 
made without the Authority of the Church, con- 
crary to the Practice of the Chreftian World in 
all Ages, and indeed to our Saviour's own Com- 
miſſion; who ſcrlcd all Power of Governinent,and 
eſpecially the. Legiſative (which is the higheſt 
Act of 1t) upon the Officers of ns own Kingdom, . 
fo that. for any other. Order of Men; to —_ | 
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the Excrciſe of any ſuch Authority to them- 
(clyes, 15 no lefs than to depoſe him from his 
Throne, by diſowning, neglefting, and affronting 
his Commiſſion to his Catholick Church. 

This Power of making Decrees concerning 
Divine Veritics, 1s the very Foundation upon 
whichthe whole Fabrick of the Chriſtian Church 
hath hicherto ſtood, and 1s to ſand to the End 
of the World. For if it be once taken away, as 
here 1t is, there is no peculiar Government left to 
the Church it ſclf, and without Goverrment there 
can be no Socicty, or Band of Union ; and with- 
out that, there remains nothing but Contuſjon : 
So' dangerous a Treſpals is it for the Temporal 
Powers to cntrench upon this ſacred Prerogative 
of the Holy C atholick Church, 

The Civil Power may reſtrain the Exerciſe of it, 
as they ſhall judge mect tor the Ends of Peace,and 
the Intercit of the Common-wealth,and puniſh it 
too, at their own Diſcretion, 1t it ſhall any way 
preſume to entrench upon the Power of the State. 

Bur tho' it may-prevent or correct Abuſes, yer 
it cannot uſurp the Power it ſelf without mani- 
felt Sacrilege and Blaſphemy ; in ſhort , this is 
ſuch a daring Invaſion of our Saviours own 
Kingdom, that nothing more imports Chriſtian 
Kings and Govecrnours , than to be wary and 
cautious haw they lay Hands upon 1t. 

Neither can it be pleaded this Law was con- 
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{cnted ro by the Biſbeps (to their ſhame) in'the 

Houſe of Lords, For Firſt, it being an Eccleſe- 
aſticat Law, it ought'to have been antecedently 
cnactcd by- them; without any Lay-Concurrence x 
and when they had firſt decreed it/by their own 
proper Authority ; Then, and not before then, was 
it Jawfull for the Parhament to take it into their 
Conlideration, and as they judged it fit, toabett 
it with temporal Penaltics.  * 

Which Practice (as I have before mentioned) 
was cvcr moſt religiouſly obſcryed by all Chri- 
ftian Kings and Princes, and never before viola- 
cd, but by Apoſtates-and Rebe/ Parliaments. 

But then Secondly, The Biſhops ſit not in the 
Houſe of Lords as Biſhops, but as Temporal Ba. 
rons, and fo act not there by virtue of any pow- 
cr derived from our Bleſſed Saviour, but from 
the meer Grace and Favour of the King; And if 
they themſclves ſhould pretend to exerciſe any 
Ecclciiaſtical Authority in that Place,they would: 
moſt ſcandalouſly betray, and as much as in'em 
lics,deſtroy the very Being of a Chriſtian Church, 
and profancly pawn the Biſhop to the Lord : Be- 
fades, that laſtly by the Law of England the Ec- 
clefiaſtical Power 1s ſctled in Conwocation :: fo 
that to cnact any thing of that Nature with- 
out their Conſent, 1s to betray the Rights of the 
Church of- England as by Law eftabliſhed"in par- 
ticular, as well as of the Church Catholick in 
Generel, Fowthly, 
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Fourthly, It ought to' be repealed becauſe of = 


the uncertainty and Falſhood of the Matters con- 
taincd in the Declaration it (elf; as, 

Firſt, That there is no Tranſubſtantiation in the 
Sacrament of our Saviour s Body and Blood. 

And Secondly, That the Invocation of Saints and 
the Mother of God is Idolatry: both which Propo- 
fitions arc by this Law to be ſolemnly and fin- 
cerely in the Preſence of God protetled, teſtified, 
and declared, which in Conſcience is the ſame 
thing with a formal Oath, whatever it is in Law. 

Now to oblige the whole Nobility of a Na- 


tion, to ſwear to the. Truth of ſuch abſtruſe and . 


uncertain Propoſitions, which they ncither do nor 
can, nor indeed ought to undcritand , and. this 
upon Penalty of forteiting the Privileges'of their 
Birth-right, is ſuch a monſtrous and inhumanc 
picce of Barbarity as could never hayc enter'd. 
Into the Thoughts of any Man, but the infamous 
Author of 1it,neiher into his: (as malicious as his 
Nature was): but in his fierce purſuit of Princcly 
Bloud; for that was the onely Detign of all his: 
Actions aftcr the ſtarting of the Yreftan Villainy 
(of which this Teſt was. the farlt Sacrament) to 
purſuc and hunt down the Heir of the Crown, 
which all the World knows,and 1s now ſatisfied, 
he ſought by numberlcſs Perjurics, tho' by no- 
thing more than this Teſt, by which he ſtript his: 
Royal Highneſs of the Guards of his molt taithtull 
Friends . 
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Eriends ; and when he was left alone, it was an 
caly matter to come to Ins Perſon, and in him 
to the Monarchy ; ſothat the very ncxt thing that 
followed mnnmediately upon it, was the Black Bill 
of Excluſion : And next to that it was the very 
Maſter-piece of little Achitophe/'s. Wickedneſs. 
But to return to my Argument. 

What is meant by Tranſubſtantiation isa thing 


altogether unknown and wncertarn, ſpecially to 


the Perſons chiefly concerned, the Nobility and 
Gentry of the Kingdom: Ir is a Word and a No- 
tion chiefly handled by the Schoolmen and Meta- 
phyſicians Skill, in whoſe Writings 3s the leaſt 
part of a Gentlemans Education, their Learn- 
ing 1s morc politc and practicable in the civil af- 
fairs of Humane Lite, tounderitand the Rules of 
Henour and the Laws of their Comntry, the Prac- 
tice of Martial Diſcipline, and the Examples of 
great Men in former Ages,and by them to ſquare 
their own actions their reſpective Stations,and 
the like ; but for the Wars between Scorus and 
Thomas Aquinas, the Nominalifts and the Realifts, 
and the ſeveral Common-wealths in the Mera- 
phyſical World, they are not more beyond than 
they are below their Knowledge, and yct theſe 
numberlcſs Sc&ts of Diſputers do nor quarrel 
and difter more about any orc thing, than the 
Notion of 7ranſubſtantiation. 

How unrcaſonable a thing then is it, to im- 
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poſe it upon the Nobility and Gentry of a whoke 
Nation under Forfciture of all their Share in the 
Government, to abjure a thing that is morally im- 
?0//ible for them to underſtand ? this ſeerns too- 
bold and profanc an Afﬀerorit to Almighty God, 
in whoſe Preſence the Proteftation is made ; and 
onely declares that Men will ſwear any thing, 
they know not what, before the great 

of Hearts, rather than loſe any worldly Intercft : 
And I dare appeal to the Honourable Mem- 
bers of both Houfes, if (when they confider (c- 
riouſly with themſclves) they have any diſtin 
Ideaor Notion in their minds of the thing they 
here fo ſolemnly renounce. I fancy if eyery 
Man were obliged to grve tus own account of 
it, whateycr Tranſubſtantiation may be , ic 
would certainly be Babe/. 

The Two Fathers or racher Mid-Wifes of the 
firſt Tranſubſtantiation eſe, in the Year 1673. 
were the two famous Brgeſſes of Oxon, who 
brought it forth without fo much as confulang. 
their learned Unroerfity, How much the Gentle- 
man Burgchs underſtood , I can onely guets ; 
But I am.very apt to bclieve that his Brother, . 
the-Alderman ( if the Tryal were made.) can- 
not ſo much as pronounce the word, much lets. 
hammer out the Notion. In ſhort, there feems- 
to be but a prophane Levity in the whole matcer, . 
and a ſhamclck abufe put. upon God and Religt- 
on, 
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on, to carry, onthe wicked defigns of a Rebel 
Faction, as the Event hath proved. 

Burt for the true ſtate of this Mattcr, I find 
my ſ{clf obliged to give a brief huſtoricalAccount 
of the Riſe and Progreſs ot this Controzerſie of 
Tranſubſtantiation; which when I have done, the 
reſult and fumm of the Account will be,. that 
there is- no one thing in which Chriſtendom 
more both agrees and diſagrees, All Partics 
conſent in the thing, and ditter in the manner, 

And here the Hittory will branch it ſelf into 
Two parts : | 

L. As the Matter 1s ſtated in the Church of 
Rome. ; 
II. As it hath been determined in the Prote- 

ant Churches. 

Where the firſt part will ſub-diyide it ſelf into 
Two other branches. 

1/t. The Eccleſraſtical account of the thing; that 
1s,thcAuthoritative Definitions and Determinari- 
ons of the Church about it. And, 

21y. The Scholaſtical account of the yarious 
Diſputcs of the School-men among themſelves 
In their Cells and Cloyſters, none of which were 
cycr vouched by the Authority of the Church: 
and when I have repreſented the whole matter 
of Fact,I may ſafely Icave it to the Honour and 
Wiſcdom of the Nation to judge, whether of 
all things in the World Tranſubſtantiation be 
not 
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not the unfitteſt thing in it to ſer up for a Stare 
TEST? 

In the firſt place then it is evident to all Men, 
that arc but ordinarily converſant in Ecclelatti- 
cal Learning, That the Ancient Fathers, from 
Age to Age aſlcrted the real and ſubſtantial Pre- 
ſence in very high and expreſſive terms. The 
Greeks (tiled It, Merzo09A), jpETHþ(U I ung, METETKEY2T 
Manly MATH TU 10G, phATRSTY a7, 

And the Latincs agreeable with the Greeks , 
Converſion, Tranſmutation, Transformation, Tranſ- 

figuration, Tranſelementation, and at length Tran- 
ſubſtantiation: By all which they expreſſed nothing 
more nor leſs than the real and ſubſtantial Pre- 
ſence in the Eucharilt. 

But to repreſent theirAflertions at large,would 
require much too long a Diſcourſe tor this ſhort 
Eflay. And therctorc I ſhall onely give an ac- 
count of 1t from the time that it ficit became a 
Controvcrlic. 

And thc firſt Man that made it a publick 
Diſpute, was Berengarivs Arch Deacon of An- 
gers, in the Eleventh Century, about the Year 
1047, Who plcaded in his own bchalt, the Au- 
thority of a Lcarncd Man Johannes Scotus Eri- 
gena, Who patlcd without Cenſure in the Ninth 
Century ; but, to paſs hum by, it 1s certain that 
Berengarius publickly denycd the Doctrine of 
the Real and Subſtantial Preſence of the Body 

C and 
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and Bloud of Chriſt, and rcſolyed the whole 
Myſtcry into a meer Type and Figure ? for this 
he is condemned of Herelic in the Year 1050, 
in a Council at Rome, under Leo the Ninth ; 
and in the ſame Year, in a Synod at Verſelles,and 
another at Paris; and attcrwards by V:#or the 
Second, in the Year 1055. Upon which Berex- 
garizs,ina Council held at Towrs,in the ſame Year, 
ſubmitted, and ſolemnly recanted his Opinion, 
Bur ſoon relapling, Pope Nicholas the Second, 
ſummons a Council at Rome, of 1123 Biſhops, 
m the Year 1509, where Berengarius abjurcs 
his Opinion in this form, viz. © That he Anathe- 
* matizes that Opinion, that aſſerts, That the 
* Bread and Wine, after the Conſecration upon the 
* Altar, is oncly a Sacrament, and not the true 
* Body and Bloud of our Lord: Jeſus Chrift : and 
* that it is not ſenſibly handled, and broke by 
tbe Prieft's hands, and ſo caten by the Communi- 
*cants, And this declaration he ſeals with an 
ah to the bleſſed Trinity upon the Evangeliſt. . 
But upon the Death of Pope Nicholas , or 
rather of King Henry the firſt of France, a 
ychcment Enemy of Berengarius his Doctrine, 
(who therefore had ſammoned the fore-menti- 
oacd ſeveral French Councils againſt him ) 
Berenparius returns to his old Principles,and pub- 
lickly quſtifies them in writmg to the World. For 
whiohhe1scenfared by feveralProy incialCGouncils. 
But 
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Bur then Gregory the Scvench , ſucceeditig in 
the Apoſtolick See, calls a Council ar Rome in 
che Year 1098, in which Berengarias abjutes a- 
pain, much after the ſame form with the for- 
mer abjutation. But Pope Gregory ( not ſatif- 
fed with the ſame general Confeſſion, of the 
ſubſtantial Preſence, that he had already cluded) 
in a ſecond Council, held the Year tollowing , 
he impoſes this Form of Recantation upon him. 

* I Bercngarius believe in my Heatt, and confeſs 
* with my Mouth, That the things upon the Altar, 
* by vittue of Prayer and Conſecration, are changed 
< ittto the true and proper Fleth and Bloud of 
* Chriſt, and are the trac Body of Chrift, that 
* was botn of a Virgin, and facrificed upon the 
* Cfols, for the Salvation of the World, and that 
« fits at the right hand of the Father; and the 
* rre Bloud of Chriſt that was ſhed out of his 
« Side, rot only as a facramcntal Sign, but in 
* propriety of Natate and tcality of Subſtance. 

Thus is indecd a pretty bold Afﬀertion of the 
ſubſtantial Preſence ; bur as to thic Modus of it, 
it is evident, thar he dittft not venttire to de- 

re it, as himfclf declarcs itt his Commentaries 
apon the Goſpels, where after having recited (e- 
veral- Opinions abour it, he concludes, © But 
* theſe ſeveral furntiſes I ſhall tor purſue, it ts 
* exmoph that the fubftarice ef the Bread and 
© ine are converted thto rhe fabftarice of rhe 
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y ” Body and Bloud of Chrift ; but as to the Modus 
of the Converſion, I am not aſhamed to confeſs my 
* Ignorance, And fo ended this Controvertie at 
char time ; Berengarius cvcr aftcr living pcacca- 
bly ; and abour Eight Years aftcr dying in the 
Communion of the Church. 

But about this time Ariſtotle's Philoſophy was 
brought into Europe, out of Arabia, as it was 
tranſlated into the Arabick Tongue by Averroes, 
Avicemma and others, and out of them tranſlated 
into Latin ; for the Greck Language was at that 
tune utterly loſt in thoſe Weltern parts of the 
World. This bcing then a mighty novclty , 
the School-men, that were the onely pretenders 
to Learning at that time, embraced it with a 
greedy and implicit Faith, ſuppoling it the very 
Goſpel of all Philoſophick Knowledge; and therc- 
fore ſet themſelves to mix and blend it with the 
Doctrincs of the Chriſtian Schools; and by its 
Rules and Maxims to cxplain all the Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, 

Among the reſt he had one very odd Noti- 
on, ſingular to himſclt from all the other Phi- 
loſophers of Greece, viz. That cvery ſubſtance was 
compounded of matter and form; and that theſe 
wo were really diſtin trom one another ; and 
then that the quantity of every Body was really 
diſtinct from the ſub/tance of it, and fo diſtin as 
to be ſeparable from it : And laſtly,That all other 
Qualities, 
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Qualities , Accidents , and Pre dicaments | were 
founded not in the Subſlance, but in the Quan- 
tity ; andiherefore in all change of Aﬀaus ever 
followed 1s Forruncs. 

Now the Catholick Church having in a// 
Agcs aflcrted the real and ſubſtantial Preſence ; 
Oh, ſay they (to ſhew their deep new Learn- 
ing) That is to be underſtood in the Ariftorelt- 
an way, by ſcparating the Form of the Bread 
from the Matter ; but chucfly by ſeparating the 
inward Subſtance of Brcad, trom its outward 
Quantity, and its retinue of Qualities, 

"This was the Riſe of Philoſophick or Scholaſtick 
Tranſubſtantiation , that'the Quantity and Acci- 
dents of the Brcad are parcd. off from all the 
Subſtance, and ſhaped and moulded a-ncw, fo 
as to cover an humane Body : And after this 
they run into an infinite Variety of Diſputes and 
Hypothcſcs among themſelves ; fo that will the 
Laſt Agc, it hath bcen the chict entertainment 
of all pretcndcrs to Philoſophy in Chriſtendom. 

Rapertus Abbot of Demſch, a Village upon 
the Rhine, lying on the other fide of the River, 
againſt the City of Cologne , a Man of great 
reputation for Learning in that Age, makes out 
the Philoſophy of the Thing , by the Union of 
the Word, o+ Divine Nature, that is Omnt- 
preſent with the Bread and Wine , and it is that 
Unity (hc ſays) that makes it one Body with 
that 
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that in Heaven: And withal, that it is as eaſie 
for our Saviour to afſume, or unite himſelf ro one 
as the other ; and when that is done, they are both 
one body; becauſe they are both his Body. This 
was finc and curious, but not Ari/totelian cnough 
tor that Age; mn which that Philoſophy was ſet 
up as the Standard of humane Wiſdom, by the 
Beaux Fſprits : Among theſe, Petrus Abelardus 
gain'd a mighty Name and Reputation for his 
$kilt in chefe new found Philoſophick Curiofirics, 
tho otherwiſe a Man verſed (much beyond 
the Genius of that Age) in Polite Learning ; 
but being of a proud and aſſuming Nature, he 
ſoon drew upon tumſeit the Enyy of the Icfs 
Learned Monks; which coft him a long fcene 
of Troublcs , as hc hath clegantly defcribed 
them, in his Book of his own Pcrſecutions. 

Buc among many othcr fngularities to marn- 
tain the ſeparation of the matter from the ſorm, 
and the fubſrance from the accidents im the Sa- 
crament of the Altar he is forced to make uſe 
of this ſhifr, That #pem the Separation of the 
Subſtance, the Accidents that cannot ſubfrit cf 
chemleclves, arc ſupported by the Air. 

Þut then comes Peter Lombard, Anno I 1409. 
Grand Maſtcr ot the Sentenecs, and Father of the 
ncxt race of School-men who indced proves the 
;eal and ſubſtantial Preſence out of the 'ncients; 
f articularly St. Auftir and St. Ambroſe ; bur 
when 
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when he comes to explain the manner of it, 
whether it be a formal or material change, 
whether the ſubſtance of the Bread and Wine 
be reduced into its (firſt matter, or into nothing, 
and the like, his conclution 1s, definire nor lf 
cio: © I preſume not to determine , and therefore 
* quitting theſe uncertain things, this I certainly 
* know from Authorities, viz. That the ſubſtance 
* of the Bread and Wine, are converted into the 
* ſubſtance of the Body and Bloud of Chriſt ; but 
* as for the manner of the Converſion we are not 
* a/hamed to confeſs our Ignorance. But if you 
inquire 1n what ſ«bject the Accidents ſublilt, he 
an{wersproblemarically (mihi videtur) that they 
ſabfift without any ſubjeF art all. 

But it was agreed in all Schools, That what- 
ever became of the Subſtance the Accidents re- 
maincd : and that all outward Operations 
ecrminated there ; and chat onely they were 
broken and caten. 

Bur as tor thc ſubſtance of the Bread and Wine, 
forme were for 1ts permanency with the Sub- 
ftance of the Body and Bloud, ſome tor ns 
Annihilation, ſorne for phyſical Converſion. But 
then theſe curiolues were kept in the Schooks, 
where witty Mn, tor want of more uſetull Im- 
ployment entortained and amulſcd themſelves , 
with theie fine ſubrleries of chought : But then 
they were confined within the $chools and nc- 
ver 
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ver admitted ft much as to ask the Auchority 
of the Church. 

In the next Age comes that young and active 
Pope, HImocent the Third, who ſucceeded to the 
Sec, Anno 1198. in the Thirty ſeventh year of 


| his Age , having been made Cardinal in the 


Twenty ninth. 

In the Eightcenth Year of his Reign he ſum- 
moned the famous Forth, or great Council of 
Lateran, at which were preſent aboye goo Bt 
ſhops , Mctropolictans and Patriarchs , beſides 
Embaſladours from all Princes in Chriſtendom, 
for recovery of the Holy Land, Extirpation of 
Herclics, and for Retormation of the Church. 
In this Council the Word 7ranſubſtantiate is firſt 
uſcd in a Decree of the Church, to cxpreſs the 
real or ſubſtantial Preſence of the Body and 
Bloud of Chriſt in the Sacrament, under the 
ſpccics of Bread and Winc : Where, in the De- 
crec againſt the Hereſic of the A/bigenſes, who 
dcnicd the Real Preſence, it is Enacted, © That 
* the Body and Bloud' of Chriſt, are really con- 
"* tained under the ſpecies of Bread and Wine: The 
* Bread being Tranſubitantiated into the Body, 
* and the Wine into the Bloud, by the Power of 
*God4, But though the Council uſed the word 
to Expreſs the Myſtery, they did not ſo much 
as define 1ts ſignification, much leſs the nature of 
the thing. It was a Word that at that time ir 
ſeems ) 
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| ſeems) was in faſbion, having been made-uſe of 
by ſome of the more Polite Writers of: the Age. 

Some give the honour of the Invention toPaſ- 
caſius Radbertus , ſome to Petrus Bleſenſis, and 
ſome to others ; but being a word in Vogue 
among Learned Mcn, the Council made uſe of 
it as a Term of Art, inſtcad of the old word, 
Tranſelementation, that had hitherto kept its pol- 
ſeſſion among both Greeks and Latins. 

Itis pity the Greek Copy of this Canon is loſt, 
whercas all the reſt are preſerved : For if we had 
the Greek word that anſwered to the Latin, it 
might have given us ſome more light into the 
thing. Howcver, this wasall that was defined 
by Þmocent the Third, or by the Council of La- 
teran; for it is much diſputed by Learned Men, 
who was the Author of theſe Canons, many con- 
tending that they were drawnup aftcr theCouncil, 
becauſe rheyoften quote and appeal to itsDecrces. 

This is the chick Argument of the Learned 
and the Loyal William Barclay and others againſt 
them. Bur it cheſc Learned Men had conſidered 
4 little further, and looked back to the Third 
Council of Lateran, they would have found all 
the Canons cited in this cxtant in that : So that 
onely ſome Canons of the Third Council, arc 
revived and ratificd in this Fourth : And after 
the clcaring of this Objection, I can ſce no other 
matcrial Exccption againſt Them. . 

ut. 
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But to proceed, this word having gain'd the 
Authority of fo great a Council, and being pur 
into the Decrctals of the Church, by Gregory 
the Ninth, in honor of his Uncle hmocext the 
Third, it foon gained univerfal uſage among 
the Latines, and was adopted into the Catalogue 
of School Terms; and was there hammer into 
a Thouſand ſbapes and forms, by thofe Maſters 
of Subrlety : And upon it St. Thumas of Aquin 
erccts a new Kingdom of his own, againſt the 
old Lombardian Empwe ; but long he had not 
Reigned, when Scots our ſubthe Countrey-man, 
ſet np againſt him. And whatever St. Thomas 
of Aquin afſcerted, for that reaſon onely, he cor- 
tradicted him ; fo that.they two became the 
very Cefar and Pompey of the Schools, almoſt 
all the great Maſters of Difputation from 
that thme , fighting under one of their com- 
mancds and what intelg1ble Philoſophy beth 
parties vented about the Fubfamtial or Franſub- 
Plamial _— upon ſtppoſition of the real 
difference between Matter and Form, Subſtance 
and' Acciderwts, would be both too nice and too 
tedious to recite ;, onely mm general the Zhomiſts 
maineairt the 7 ranſmutation of the Elements; the 
Schotifts, the Annihilation; and they proccedt ro 
abſtract fo Jong, nu} chey conld noe oncly fepa- 
rate the' Matter and Form, and Accidents of the 


Bread from one another, but the Pareiry or Bread- 
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Enritics and Abſtracts. 

Thus far I have, as briefly as I can, repre- 
ſented the Seholaftith, Hiftory of this Argument ; 
in which the Authority of the Church 1s not at all 
concerned;having gone no farther than to aſſign 
or appropriate a Word to ſignifie ſuch a thing ; 
but all along declaring the Thing it (clf to be 
beyond the compaſs of + Defmirion. I know 
'tis commonly ſaid, that the Council of 7rext 
hath preſumed to define the Modws; and karned 
Men ( I know not by what fatal over-ſight ) 
cake it up on truft one from another ; pin. the 
Definition 1s genicrally given in theſeTertnis: That, 

Tranſubſtantiation #s wrought by the Armilation 
of the ſabſtance of the Bread and Wine, the Acci- 
dents remaining : To the which Amnihllation 
faucteeds the Bodj and Blood of Chrift, under the 
Accidents of Bread and Wine. x 

So the Biſhops of Darham and Wincheffter rc 
prefent ie; ſo Mr. Alix, and the Writers of his 
Church, and nor onely fo but contrary tw the 
fenſe of all orher Churches,they confound the Real 
Preſence with Tranſubſtamiation, as this Learned 
Man hach done' through his whok Diſputatiort 
upon 1t, uſing the very words ptorniſeuouſly (as 
indeed all the modern: Followers of Catvin do 
and chargirig the fame” abſttrditics rtpotr bot 
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and imputing the firſt invention of the Real Pre- 
ſence to Nicolas the Second, and Gregory the Sc- 
venth, -1n their Decrecs againſt Berengarius, But] 
cannot but wonder how ſo many Learned Mcn 
ſhould with ſo much aſſurance taniie to them- 
ſelves ſuch a Definition in the Trent Council, of 
the Vedns of 7ranſubſtantiation, by the Annihila- 
tion of the Subſtance, and the Permanency of thc 
Accidents, whcn the Fathers of that Council were 
ſo far from any. ſuch Deſign, That they deſign'd 
nothing more carctully, Than to avoid all Scho- 
laſtick Definitions. The ſubtil Diſputes about 
the Modus exiſtendi (as they termed it) between 
the Dominicans and Franciſcans in that Council 
arc deſcribed at large by Father Paolohimfelf in 
the Fourth Book of his Hiſtory. But withal, he 
ſays, they were cxtreamly Diſpleaſing and Offen- 
ſive to the Fathers, but mott of all co the NUN- 
CIO himſelf; and therefore at was reſolved in a 
Gencral Congrcgation to determine the Matter 
in as few and general Terms as poſſible, to of- 
fend neither Party, and avoid Contentions ; and 
when, notwithſtanding this Decree, they fell 
into new Diſputcs, they are check'd by the Fa- 
mous Buhop of Bitunto,who was one of the chicf 
Compilers of the Canons,telling them they came 
thither to condemn Herclics, not to define Scho- 
laſtick Nicctics. And accordingly in the very 
Firſt Chaptcr of the 1 3th. Scilion, in which this 
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Article was defined, when they determined the 
Real Preſence, they at the ſame time declare the 
Exiſtendi Ratio to bc'ineftable ; and in the 47h. 
Chapter, where Tranſubſtantiation is decrecd, the 
Canor' runs thus : That, 

* By the. Conſecration of the. Bread and Wine, 
* there is a Converſion of the whole Subſtance 
** of the Bread into the Subſtance of the Body of 
* Chriſt, and of the whole Subſtance of the Wine 
* into the Subſtance of his Bloud, which Conver= 
* fron is fitly and properly called by the Holy Catho- 
* lick Church, Tranſub{tantiation. 

In all which the Council onely apprapraates 
the Word 7Tranſubtantiation to expreſs the Real 
Preſence, which 1 had before determincd in the 
Firſt Chapter, not to be after a natural way of. 
Exiſtence,as Chriſt ſits at. the right Hand of God, 
but. Sacremental, aftcr an ineffable manner. 

Tho here ſome pecviſhly object, the Incon- 
fiſtence of the Council with it ſelf, when it de- 
clarcs; that the thing is inexpre/ſible and yet ap- 
propriates a word to expreſs. it : Whercas all 
Chriſtendom knows that the Proceſſion of the E- 
ternal Word from the Father 1s Incftablc, and 
yct_ .1s, cxprefled by the Word Gereration : 
and that the Union of the divinc and humane 
Nature is ineffable.,, and yet 1s called the 
Hypoſtatical Union, and that the Unity in the 
Trinity 1s ineffable, and yet is expreſſed by _ 
Wor 
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Word Conſnbſtantial : So that this Connei} ſeems 
tO have: detin'd no more than the Council of 
ice did in the: Do&trine of the Bleſſed Trinity, 
in expreſiing the Unity of the Three Perſons by © 
che Word 72, and the Diſtinction, by the 
Word w#i22%5, which amounted to no more than 
chis, That as it 1s certain from the Holy Scrip- 
cures, that in the Unity of the Godhead there 1s 
2 Trinity, ſo the Holy Fathers to avord the Ni- 
cetics of contentious Men, ſuch as Arins was, 
determine” thar. for the time ro come the My- 
ſtery ſhall be exprefſed by the Terms %4%== and 
imgz%; . but as for any Philoſophycal Notion 
of thc Myſtery, the Charch never-prefum'd to 
define it, and this is the Definition of the Coun- 
cil of 7] rent, of the Real Preſence, that there is 
a Converſion of the Subſtances under the Spe- 
cies or Appearances of Bread and Wine, which 
the Church hatch thought convenient to expreſs 
by the Word Tranſubſtantiation. 

And though the Council approve the Word, 
yet it docs not impole it; 1t onely declares it to 
be convenient , but no where fays "tis neceſſary. 
And as for the Term C onverſion, it is mach older 
thanthe Word 7 ranſubſtantiation famiharly uſed 
by the Ancicnt Fathcrs; and f6 1s the Word 
Species : I know- mdced it is-uſual with School- 
men and Protcftane ' Wruers to tranflate the 
Words under Species of ' Bread" and Wine , by 
0 theſe 
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theſe Words, under the Aecidents of Bread and 


Wine, as particularly the tate Biſhops of Durham 
and Wincheſter have done. | But this is to impoſe 
Philoſophick Nicerttes upon the Decrees of the 
Charch. 

And tho' perhaps all the Fathers of the Coun- 
ci] believed the Realny of the New Subftanrial 
Preſence under the Old Accidents, yet they had 
more Temper and Diſcretion than to Authoriſe 
it by concthar Determination, and therefore uſe 
only the Word Species (and no other Word is u- 
ſed by Nicolas HH, Gregory VIE, and brmocent 
III, that are thought the Three great Innova- 
rors in the Argument of the RealPreſence) thatpro- 
perly ſignihes Appearance,but nothing of Phyſical 
or Natural Reality, fo that tho' the Preſence un- 
der the Species be Real,yct as the Council hath 
defined ite is not Natzral but Sarramental.which 
$atrementalRealPrefence they expreſs by theWord 
Tranſubſtantiation, and recommend the Propricty 
of the Word to the acceptance of Chriftendom. 

This is che ſhort Hiſtory of the Real Preſence 
in the Church of Rome, where, 'as tar as 1 can 
diſcern, the thing it felf hath been owned in 
all Agcs of the Church, the Modus of it 
never defincd, but m the: Schools, and chongh 
they - have fancted a thouſand Definitions to 
chemſelves, therr Mctaphyficks were never ad- 
mitted mro. the Church. And fo I pro- 
cccd 
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cecd to give an account of it, as it hath been 
dcfin'd. mn the Proteſtant' Churches, where we 
ſhall find much the ſame Harmony of Faith and 
Diſcord of Philoſophy as in the Church of Rome, 

And firſt we muſt begin with. the famous 
Confeſſion of Ausburg , that was drawn up by 
Melandhon, and in the Year 1530. preſented to 
Charles the Fitth, by ſeveral Princes of Germany, 
as a Declaration of the Faith of the firſt Refor- 
mers; and as the oncly truc ſtandard of the An- 
cient Proteſtant Religion. 

The Confcſlion conliſts of Two parts. 

I. What Doctrines themſelves Taught. 
1. WhatAbuſes they defired to be reformed, 

As to the later; the Emperour undertook to 
Procurc a General Council. 

As to the former; particularly this Article of 
the Preſence in the Sacrament, they have. publiſh- 
cd it in two ſcycral | forms : In the Latin Edition 
It is worded thus: © Concerning the Lord's Supper, 

* we teach, That the Body and Bloud of Chriſt are 

* there preſent indeed, and are diſtributcd to the 

« Recievers at the Lord's Supper ; and condemn 

* thoſe that teach otherwiſe. In the German Edi- 
tion it 1s worded thus: © Concerning the Lord's 
* Supper we teach, That the truc Body and Bloud 
ſe | Chriſt are crucly preſent in the Supper , un- 
er the ſpecies of Bread and Wine, and are there 
 diftributcd and received, And in an Apology 
writtcn 
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written by the ſame hand, and publiſhed the 


Year following, it is thus expreſſed : © We be- 
&« lieve, That in the Supper of our Lord, the Body 
« and Blood of Chrift are really and ſubſtantially 
« preſent, and are Exhibited indeed with thoſe 
&* things, that are ſeen, the Bread and Wine. This 
« belief onr Divines conſtantly ntaintain, and we 
« find not only the Church of Rome hath aſſerted 
« the Corporeal Preſence, but that the Greek 
« Charch hath anciently, as well as at this time, aſſer- 
« red the ſame ; as appears by their Canon Miſlz. 
The ſame Author Explains himſelf more 
at large in his Epiſtle -to Fredericus Myconins. 
&« I ſend you ( ſays he ) the paſſages ont of the 
« Ancients, concerning the Lord's Supper, to prove, 
« that they held the ſame with us; namely, 
« That the Body and Blood of our Lord are there 
<« preſent indeed. And after divers Citations 
he concludes © That ſeeing this is the expreſs 
« Doctrine of the Scriptures, and conſtant Tra- 
« dition of the Church, I cannot conceive how, 
« by the name of the Body of Chriſt, ſhould only be 
« anderſtood the ſign of an abſent Body ; for though 
«© the Word of God frequently makes uſe of Meta- 
« phors, yet there 3s a great difference to be made 
« between Hiſtorical Relations, and Divine Inſti- 
« tutions. In the firſt, matters tranſacied anong 
« Men, and wiſible to the Sence are related ; and 
« here we are allow'd, and often forced to ſpeak 
E fign- 
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cc figuratively : But if in Divine Precepts, or Re- 
« lations, concerning the Nature or the Will 6 
« God, we ſhould take the ſame liberty, wiſe Men 
« cannot but fore-ſee the Miſchiefs that would un- 
« avoidably follow. There would be no certainty of 
« any Articleof Faith. And he gives an inſtance 
in the Precept of Circumciſion to Abraham : That 
upon thoſe Terms the good Patriarch might have argu- 
ed with himſelf, That God newer intended to iqrpc/e a 
thing fo ſeemingly abſurd, as the words ſound ; and. 
that therefore the Precept is to be underſtood only of a- 
Figurative or Metaphorical Circumciſion ; the Circum- 
ciſion of our Luſts. So tar this Learned Refortmer.. 

Now the Authority of Me/an&thon weighs more 
with us of the Church of. England, ( as the learn- 
ed Dr. St. very well obſerves: ) that in the ſettle- 
ment of our Reformation, there was no ſuch re- 
gard had. to Luther or Calvin, as to Eraſmms and. 
Melanfhon, whoſe Learning and Moderation wet e: 
in greater Eſtcem here, than the ficry ſpirits of 
the other; and yet few Writers have aſſerted the 
Subſtantial and Corporeal- Preſence in higher terms 
than this wroderate Reformer ; and though he may 
{omctimes have varied in Forms. of Speech, he 
continued conſtant and immovecable in the ſub- 
ftance of the ſame Doctrine. 

For in the Confeſſion of the: Sax0x Churches 
( at the Compiling of which he was chicf Afliſt- 
ant ) drawn up in the: Year 1554. to have been, 
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reſented to the Council of Trent ; a true and 
ſubſtantial Preſence is afſerted, during the time of 
Miniſtration. © We teach ( ſay they ) That Sa- 
« crantents are divine Inſtitutions ; and that the 
&« things themſelves out of the uſe deſign'd are ne 
& Sacraments ; but in the ule, Chriſt is verily and 
« ſubſtantially preſent ; and the Body and Blood of 
« Chriſt are indeed takgn by the Receivers. 

There ſeems to have been one ſingular Noti- 
on in this Confeſſion, That the Real and Sub- 
ſtantial Preſence laſts no longer than the Mini- 
ſtration ; but that is nothing to our Argument, as 
long as a ſubſtantial Preſence is aflerted, 

Inthe Year 1536 an Afſembly of the Divines of 
the Ausburg Conteſlion on one ſide, and the Di- 
vines of Vpper Germany on the other, conven'd at 
Wirtemberg, by the procurement and mediation of 
Bucer, who undertook to moderate between both 
parties ; where they agreed in this form of Con- 
teſſion. © Ie believe according to the Words of 
<*Irenzus, That the Eucharift conſiſts of two things, 
&« one Earthly, the other Heavenly ; and therefore be- 
© lieve and Teach, That the Body and Blood of Chriſt 
« are truly and (ubſtantially exhibited and received 
« with the Bread and Wine. This is ſubſcribed by 
the chief Divines of both pecties, and approved 
by the Helvetian Miniſters themlelves. 

The Bohemian Waldenſes in their Contctlion 
of Faith preſented to Ferdinand, King of the 
£9 Romans 
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Romans and Bohemia, declare exprefly, That the 
Bread and Wine, are the very Body and Blood 
of Chriſt ; and that Chrift is in the Sacrament 
with his Natural Body, but by another way of Ex- 
Nence than at the Righe-hand of God. 

In the Greek Form of Conlecration, this 
Prayer was uſed : Make this Bread the preci- 
ous Body of thy Chriſt ; and that which is in 
this Cup, the precious Blood of thy Chriſt, 
changing them by thy Holy Spirit ; which words are 
taken out of the Liturgies of St. Chryſoſtom and 
St. Baſil. 

And Teremias the Learned Patriarch of Con- 
Pantinople, in his Declaration of the Faith of the 
Greek Church in Anſwer to the Lutheran Divines, 
affirms, That the Catholick Church believes, that 
efter the Conſecration the Bread ts changed into the 
wery Body of Chriſt, and the Wine into the very 
Blood, by the Holy Spirit. 

In the Year 1570, was held a Council in 
Poland of the Divines of the Ausburg , the 
Helwetian, and the Bohemian Confeflions, in 
which they agreed in this Declaration. As 
to that unhappy Controwerſte of the Supper of our 
Lord, We agree in the Sence of the Words , 
as they are rightly underſtood by the Fathers, 
particularly by Trenzus , who affirms, that the 
Miftery conſiſts of two Things, one Earthly, and 
another Heavenly. Neither do we affirm, that the 

Elements 
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Elements and Signs are meer naked and empty Things 

ified to. Beliewers. 

ut to ſpeak more charly and diſtinStly, we agree 
that we believe and confeſs the ſubſtantial Preſence 
of Chrift is not only ſrgnity'd to Believers, but is 
really held forth, diſtributed and exhibited, the 
Symbols being joined with the thing it ſelf, and not 
meerly naked, according to the nature of Sacra- 
ments. This Confeſſion was confirmed at ſeveral 
times, by ſeveral following Synods in the fame 
Kingdom, at Cracow 1573. Peterkaw 1578. at 
Walboff 1 583. 

Fhe firſt man that oppoſed the real and ſub- 
ſtantial Preſence was Caroloftadins, Archdeacon of 
Wirtenberg, of whom the candid and ingenious 
Melantlhon gives this Character : That he was a 
furious Man, void both of Wit, Learning and 
common Sence, not capable of any Act of Ci- 
vility or good Manners; fo far from any appea- 
rances of Piety, that there are moſt manifeſt 
Footſteps of his Wickedneſs. He condemns all 
the Civil Laws of the Heathen Nations, as Un- 
lawful, and would now have all Nations governed 
by the judicial Law of Moſes, and cmbrac'd the 
whole Doftrine of the Anabaptiſts. 

He fers np the Controverlie about the Sacra- 
ments againſt Lxther, meerly out of Envy and 
Emulation, not out of any fence of Religion, 


ind much more to the ſame Purpoſe : The 
| Truth 
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Truth of all which ( be ſays ) a great part of 
Germany both can and will atteſt. Thongh the 

reateſt Proof of his Levity is his own Writing, 
when all that Diſorder and Schiſm that he made 
in the Church, of which he profels'd himlelt a 
Member, was founded upon no better Bottom 
than this ſlender Nicety, That when our Savi-' 
our ſaid, This is my Body, he pointed not to the 
Bread, but to himl(elt. 

But in this he is vehemently oppoled by his 
Maſter Luther, in behalf of a true Corporeal Pre- 
ſence, eſpecially in his Book Contra Cwleftes Prophe- 
tas ſeu Fanaticos ; wherein he lays down this A(- 
« ſertion, T hat by the Demonſtrative Pronoun hoc, 
« Chriſt is declared to be Truly and carnally pre- 
« {ent with his Body in the Supper, and that the 
« Communication of the Body of Chriſt , of 
« which St. Paul ſpeaks, is to eat the Body of 
« Chriſt in the Bread, neither is that Communi- 
« cation Spiritual only but Corporeal, as it is 
« in the perſonal Union of Chriſt : So we are 
« to conceive of the Sacrament, in which the 
« Eread and the Body make up one thing, and af- 
« ter an incomprehentib!e manner, which no Rea- 
&« ſon can Fathom, become one Eſſence or Maſs, from 
whence, as Man becomes God, ſo the Bread becomes 
© the Body. 

And in a Sermon preached by him the ſame 
Year at Wirtemberg, againſt the Sacramentarian 
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Heretickg, as he calls them : © The Dewil oppoſes 
«* 25 by his Fanarick Emilſaries in the Blaſpheming 
« the Supper of our Lord, that dream the Bread 
« and Wine are there only given as @ Sign or Sym- 
&« bol of our (ryfivs Profeſſion, nor will allow that 
« the Body and Blood of Chriſt are there preſent 
&« themſelves, though the words are expreſs and 


& perſpicuous : Take, eat, this is my Body. In, 


this Controverſic he was engaged all his Life; 
againſt Carohoſtadixs, and other Apoſtates from. 
the Ausbaurg Confeſlion, giving them- no bettec 
Titles than of Fanaticks, Hereticks, Betrayers of 
Chriſt, Blaſphemers of the Holy Ghoſt, and Seducers 
of the World, | 

And' in his laſt Book againſt the : Divunes 


of Lovain in the Year 1545, the. Year. before- 


his Death, he makes this folemn Declaration : 
* We ſeriouſly believe tþe Zuinglians, and all Sa- 
© cramentarians, that deny the. Body 'and Blood of 


« Chriſt 10 be received Ore carnali, in the Bleſſed. 


« Sacrament, to be Hereticks, and no Members 


&« of the Church of Chriſt : So that hitherto it is. 
evident, That the whole Body of .the true: Old. 
Proteſtants, both in- their publick Confeſſions 
and priyate Writings, unanimouſly afjerted the. 


Corporeal and Subſtantial Preſence, as they ule the 
Words promilcuouſly. 


As for the Calwinian Churches, Grotius hath 


obſerved very truly, Thrt the Calwimſts expreſs. 


them- 
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themſelves in a quirce different Language, in 
their Confeſſtons, from what they do in their 
Diſputations, where they declare themſelves more 
frankly. In their Confeſſions they tell you, 
Fhat the Body and Blood of Chriſt, are taken 
Really, Subftantially, Eſſentially ; but when you 
come to Diſcourſe them cloſer, the whole Buli- 
neſs is Sprritxal, without Subſtance, only with a 
ſignifying Myſtery 3 and all the reality is turned 
into a receiving by Faxth; which, fays he, is a 

contiadifion to the Dodrine of the whole 
Catholick Church. 

So they dechare in the Conference at Presburg 
with the Lutherans, That in the Sacrament, Chriſt 
indeed pives the Subſtance of his Body and Blood 
by the working of the Holy Ghoſt. 

And when Luther ſignify'd to Bucer, his Jea- 
lonſie of the Divines of Strarbrurgh and Bazal, 
as if they believed nothing to be preſent in the 
Sacrament, but the Bread and Wine. Bucer 
returns this Anſwer, im the name, and with 
the conſent of all his Brethren ; © Thzs 3s their 
« Faith and Dottrine concerning the Sacrament, 
& That in it, by the Inſtitution and Power of our 
&* Lord, his true Body and his true Blood are 
cc Sbed exhibited, given and taken, together 
« with the wiſible Signs of Bread and Wine ( as 
&« bis own Words declare.) This is the Dofrine 


* not only of Zuinglias, and Occolampadius, = 
the 
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< the Divines of Upper Germany have declared 
* the ſame in their publick Confeſſions and _ 

« $9 that the Difference is rather about the 
< ner of the Abſence and Preſence, eats 
6 Preſence or Abſence thenn(clves. 

And the Reformed French Church in the 
year 1557. declare themſelves much after the 
fame manner, to a Synod of CH German 
\Divines, held at mi umry eh = 1 oſs thet in 
the Supper of our Lord, not only all the Benefits of 
Chrift, but the very Subſtance of che Son of Man, 
the very Fleſh, and the very Blood tht be ſhed 
for ns, to be there not meerly ſignify'd, or Symbol- 
lically, Typically, or Figuratively, as « Memori- 
6: a thing abſent, but truly beld forth, exhibited 

offered to be received, together with the Symbols, 
is van to be naked, which by 
virtue of God's Promiſe, always have the thing it 
felf truly and certainly conjoin'd with them, whether 
they are pſec to the good or to the bad. 

But what need' of more Witneſſes, when Cal- 
vin himſelf, the very Urim and Thummin of 
the Coloinies Churches, declares his Sence in 
« theſe expreſs Words, I affirm that Chriſt is toſtie. Lib 
<« indeed given by the Symbols of 
« Wine, and by conſequence his Body and Blood, * 
«; *- which be fulfilled all Roghreouſneſs for our 

Pofoates , and as by that we were ingrafted 
&« into his Body, 


ſo by m are we are made Parta- 
cc kers 


Bread and t an 17. 
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« kers of. his Subſtance, by Virtue of it we. feel. the 

« Communication of all good Things to onr ſelves. 

Seft. 3.2. &« But as to the Modus, if any Man inquire of 
<< me, 1 am not aſhamed to confeſs that the Myſtery 
&« 3s too ſublime for my Wit to comprehend, or to ex- 
« preſi; and to, ſpeak, freely, I rather feel than un- 
« derſtand. it, and therefore here without Contro- 
& werſie I embrace: the Truth -of God, in which I 

©, 2m ſure I may ſafely acquieſce. He.affirms, That 
< þjs Fleſh is the Food of my Soul, and his Blood 
« the Drink. It 5s to theſe Aliments that I offer 
&« my Soul to be nouriſhed. He commands me in his 
« Holy Supper, under the Symbols of Bread and 
<< Wine, to take, eat, and drink, bis Body and Blood, 
<« and therefore I doubt not but he gives it.. Here, 
beſides. the expreſs Words themſelves, if there 
be fo much Myſtery. in the thing as he affirms, 
there is much more than weer Figure. 

And in another Paflage he thus expreſſes him- 
ſelf. © That God doth not trifle in vain Signs, but 
&« does in good earneſt perform what 15 repreſented 
« by the Symbols, viz, the Communication of his 
* Body and Blood, and that the Figure conjoined 
« with the Reality, 3s repreſented by the Bread, 
« and the. Body of Chriſt is offered and exhibited 
* with it,. the true Subſtance is given us, the Re- 
« ality conjoined with the Sign, ſo that we are made 
« Partakers of the Subſtance of the Body and Blood. 
This is: expreſs enough. ; 


But. 
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But yet in his Book de Cana Domini, he de- 
.clares his Sence much more fully. 

« If notwithſtanding ( ſaith he ) it be enquired, 
« whether the Bread be the Body, and the Wine the 
&« Blood of Chriſt ® I anſwer, That the Bread and 
« Wine are the viſible Signs that repreſent the Body 
« and Blood; and that in the Name of the Body 
« and Blood is given to them, becauſe they are the 
« Inſtruments by which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
« gzven to 15. 

« This form of Speech is wery agreeable to the 
« thing it ſelf, for ſeeing the Communion that we 
<« bawe in the Body of Chriſt is not to be ſeen, with 
« our Eyes, nor comprebended by our Underſtand- 
« ings, yet 'tis there manifeſtly expoſed to our 
« Eye-light ; of which we bave a very proper Ex- 
« ample in the ſame caſe : When it pleaſed God 
« that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould appear at the Baptiſm 
&« of Chriſt he was pleaſed to repreſent it under the 
&« appearance of a Dove ; and John the Baptiſt, 
£6 grving an Account of the Tranſ. ation, only re- 
«© lates that he ſaw the Holy Ghoſt deſcending , ſo 
« that if we conſider rightly we ſhall find that 
« be ſaw nothing but the Dove, for the Eſjence of 
&« the Holy Ghoſt is inviſible : But he knowing the 
* Viſion not to be a vain Apparition, but a certain 
« Sign of the Preſence of the Holy Ghoſt repreſented 
« to him in that manner, that he was able to bear 


« the Repreſentation. 
F 2 « The 
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« The ſame thing is to be ſaid in the Communi- 
« on of our Savidur's Body and Blood, That it is a 
*c Spiritual Myſtery, neither to be beheld with 
« Fyes, nor —_— d with Fay Under- 
«. ſtanding, and therefore is repreſented by Fignres 
« md Siews, WE ris an of cn Miller 
« requires ) fall under owr Senſes, (0 as 'tis not 4 
« bare and {imple Figure, but conjoin d with its 
« Reality and Subſtance : Therefore the Bread is 
« properly called the Body, when it - doth not only 
« repreſent it, but alſo brings"it to us. 

« And therefore we will readily grant, That the 
« Name of the Body of Chrift may be transferr'd 
© #0 the Breatl, becauſe it is the Sacrament and 
« Enmtblem of it ; but then we _ add, that the 
* Sacrament is by no means to be ſeparated front 
<« the Subſtance and Reality. 

« And that they might not be confounded, it is 
« ot only convenient, but altogether neceſſary, to 
« diſtinguiſh between thent, but intolerably abſurd 
* to divide one from the other. Wherefore when we 
« ſee the viſeble Sign what # repreſents, we ought 
« to reflet from whom it is given us, for the 
« Bread is given as a Repreſentation of the Bo- 
« dy of Chriſt, and we ave commanded to cat it. 

« Þ is given, T fay, by God, who is infallible 
« Truth, and then if God cannot deceive nor lye, it 
« follows that He ir reality gives whatever is there 
« repreſented: And therefore # is neceſſary that we - 

| <« really. 
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" _ receive the Body and Blood of Cm, ſet- 
Communion 1 both it pers aear 10 8. 
cc > Fir to what purpo and ts 
© tg eat the Bread and gre rg Wine , as fiqtti- 
« fy; Jing his Body and Blood, if without fa ſp 
« tuat Reality we only received the Broed and 
« Wine ? Would he nt. vainty and abſurdly have 
_ inſtituted this M lyſtery , and as we F redline 
« (2y, by falſe Reprefentations? 
« Therefore we muſt acknowledge that if God 
« oives ns a true Repreſentation in the Supper, 
« that the inviſible Subſtance of” the Sacrament is 
6 Joined with the viſible Sighs, and as the Bread 
« js diftribure by hand, ſo the Body of Chriſt is 
« communicated to us to be Partakers of it. 't 
« certainly, if there were nothing elſe, ought abux- 
6 dantly to fatify us, when by it we nnder 
« that in the Supper of our Lord, reg gay us the 
« true and proper Subſtance of bzs and Blood. 
Thus far Calvin: And I think it is as high a 
Declaration of the reat and ſubſtantial Preſence , 
4s T have met with in any Author whatſoever. 
== if m any other Paſſages the great DiGator 
y have been pleaſed to contraditt himſelf, that 
ts, 7 che old Diflaevien Prerogative of that '%&, 
as well as the old Romans, That whatever De- 
crees they made, however inconſiſters, they were 
always Aahentick. 


Neither doth Bez4 at all fall ſhort of his _ 
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© ted Maſter 'in the Point of ſubſtantial Preſence: 
In his Book againſt Weſtfalzs a Sacramentarian, 
de Cana Domini., he declares freely that the 
= j»1, or grammatical Sence of our Saviour's 
"Words, This is my Body, cannot be preſerved 
without Tranſubſtantiation , and that there'is no 
Medium between Tranſubſtantiation and a meer 
Figure : And yet the whole Delign of the Book 
is to prove the real Preſence im the Sacrament 
in oppoſition to the Figurative, 

And in the Year 1561, The Proteſtant 
Churches of France held a Synod at Rochel, and 
the Year following at Nimes, in both which Bezg 
fat as Preſident, where the ſubſtantial Preſence 
was maintain'd, and defin'd with great Vehe- 
mence againſt the Innovators ( as they were then 
eſteemed; ) for when Morellus mov'd to have the 
Word Subſtance taken out of their Contclion of 
Faith, Beza and the Synod, not without ſome 
Indignation, decreed againſt them. 

_ This Decree Beza declares in his Epiſtle to the 
Miniſters of Zurick, dated May the 1 7th. 1 572, 
to extend to the Proteſtants of France only; leaſt 
they who were Zuinglians ſhould take Offence at 
it-as a Cenſure particularly defigned againſt them- 
ſelves. 

_ But the higheſt Declaration of the French 
Proteſtants is that ſent by their Embaſſadors to 
the, German Divines, aſlembled at Wormes Anno 


1557* 
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1557 in which Buſineſs Beze was chief Mana- - © 


ger. We. confeſs, ſay they, that jn the Supper 
our Eord, not only all the Benefits of Chriſt, but the 
very Subſtance of the Son. of Man, the wery real 
Fleſh, the very Blood that be ſbed for us, not only 
to be ſignified or Symbolically, Typically, or Ft- 
guratively to be propoſed as the Memorial of a thing 
abſent, but to be truly repreſented, exhibited and 
offered: to be received; the Symbols by no means to 
. be thought naked, bemg annexed, which _— of 

the: Promiſe and Engagement of God, always have 
the thing it ſelf truly and certainly conjoin'd, whe- 
ther given to the Good or to the Bad. 

But theſe Civilities and Condeſcenttons were 
made in their low Ebbs of Fortune: For when- 
ever they could flatter themſelves with any Ad- 
vantage of Intereſt, no. Accomodations would 
ſerve their Turn. Thus-at the famous Confe- 


rence at Poifſy, before Charles the Ninth, Anno 


1561, where they ſuppoled themſelves warm; 
and powerful enough, by the Favour of the 
Queen-Mother ( who ſupported them for her 
own Ends of State ) and ſome great Miniſters of 
State, who ( by. the way ) ſoon after proved 
Rebels, I mean Coligny and his Faction; Beza; 
who was the chief Manager in behalf. of. the 
Proteſtants, runs high in his Demands: © As 
« to.the Encharift, ſays he, the Body of Chrift is 
« as far diſtant from it, as. the higheſt” Heaven 

« from: 


- 
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EF « from the Earth : For our ſelves and the Sacra- 
« ments are upon the Earth, but Chriſt's Fleſh is 
« ii Heaven fo glorified, that it hath not loft the 
«Nature, but the — 4 Body. So that we 
< are Partakers of his Body and Blood only after a 

& ſpiritual way, or by Faith. 

This Boldneſs highly offended the Qyeen ; 
and therefore he afterwards endeavoured to ex- 
cuſe himſcif by Palliations and foftning Exprel- 
fions, but after all, to avoid farther Equivocati- 
on, he is hardly preſſed to it by the Cardinal of 
Lerrain, whether they would ſtand to the Con- 
teſlion of Aurburg. Bexas demurs and conſults 
Calvin; Calvin defies it, and commands him to 

againſt it, Upon which Occaſion Ofe- 
ender, a plain Proteſtant, in his Hiſtory makes 
this Remark upon the Calwinian Honeſty, 

« Heretofore ( ſays he ) when Peace was granted 
« to the Proteſtants in Germany, the Calviniſts 
&« put in their Claim to their Share in it, becauſe 
&® they own'd the Ausburg Confeſſion ( and it was 
« {ubſcrtb'd by Calvin himſelf ) notwithſtanding 
&« that at the ſame time they held contradifory 
« Opinzons. Bnt in the Conference at Poilly, when 
« they preſumed that they had Strength and Force 
« enough to defend their own DoFtrines, they open- 
« ly rejeFled the Ausburg- Confeſſion, when it was 
<4 offered them by the Cardinal of Lorrain, to 
« ſubſcribe as the only Article of Pacification. 

| « And 


——— 
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« And yet after this, when they had not obtained theix 
« Ends, they again in affront to their own Conſciences, 
&* cry up the Ausburg Confeſſion as their only Stan- 
*« dard of Faith, not that they approved it, but 
« under that falſe Guiſe to impoſe Calviniſm wpon 
&« the plain meaning Lutherans. So far the Hiſtori- 
an, though the matter of Fa& is its own beſt Proof. 

This is the ſhort Account. of this Controver- 
ſte in all foreign Churches. All Parties of 
Chriſtendom agree in the Subſtance of the Do- 
Grine, even the Calvinifts themſclves, who, tho 
they ſometimes attempted to:deny it,, had not 
Confidence enough i to be ſteady to. their own 
Opinion, but were often forced ' to:{ubmit'it'to 
the: conſent. of Chriſtendom. 

From all theſe: Premiles it (1s evident; that no 
one thing .1n the World is mbre . unfit to be: ſer 
up for a Teft than Tranſubſtantiation, ſecing all 
Parties agree in the thing, tho not in the Word, 
and yet tho they do, they again diſag:rce: 1n 
numberle(s Speculations about it, :and when they; 
have done, all Parties unanimoufly agree; that 
the Modus is a thing utterly unknown ahd in- 
comprehenſible. So that take it one way (2. e. _) 
as to the thing it ſelf, or the real' Preſence,..the 
Teſt is a Defiance to all Chriſtendom; take it the 
other way, as to the Modxs, it is nothing at all 
but only impoſing an #nintel/igible Thing upon the 
Wiſdom and Honour of a Nation under the 
tevereſt Penaltics. G As 


46 


Reaſons for Abrogating 


Part2.p-62. 
Collett, N. 


As for the. Church of Exgland, the agrees 
with the Tradition of the Catholzek Church both 
Roman and Reformed, im alterrmg the Certainty 
of the real | Preſence, .and the Tncertainty of the 
Marner of it; tho''the true account of it hath 
been miſerably perplexed, and difturbed by the 
oblique Prattices of the Sacramentarians. 

Fhe firſt Acconnt we have of it is- in our ce- 
Ikbrated : Charch-Hiftorian out of Dv: Stdling- 
fleet's famous 1nvilible Manuſcript, whereby as he 
had before made Archbiſhop Cranmer a mecr E- 
raſtian as ta Diſcipline, fo now here he makes him 


a:mecr Sucramentarian as toi Doftrine. © 

© Commiteee of felected Biſhops and Divines 
being appointed in. the Firſt Year of King Ed- 
ward, tor examining and - reforming the Offices 
ob) the Church. The Firfty becauſe imoſtii raters 


 4:Point, was the: Euchariſt, concerning. which 


all things were put mto certain Quaries, to which 
every Commitſioner gave in his. Anſwer in Wri- 
ring. - And'to the Queſtion concerning the Eu- 
chariſt,. What 5s the Oblation aud: Sacrifice of Chriſt 
mn the Maſs & Cranmer's An\wer is, | 
« The Oblation and Sacrifice of Chriſt in the 
© Mafs is not fo. called, becauſe Chriſt indeed is 
« there 'Offered i and Sacrifeeed ' by the Prieſt and 


'< the People, (for that was done but once by him- 


* ſelf upon the Croſs ) but it is ſo call'd, becanſe it 
«© is a Memory and Repreſentation of that wery true 
« Sacrifice 
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6 Sacrifice and Immolation, which before 1as made 
6 xpor the Croſs. 
Fhis 1s pure Zuinglianiſm, and mn' Oppoſicion. 
to it, it isaflerted by Six Bifhops in a Body. | 
I think it is the Preſentation of the wery Body 
aud Blood of Chriſt, being really preſent in the 
Sacrament, which Preſentation the Prieſk makes 
at the Maſs in the name 4f the Church, unto God 
the Father, and in Memory of Chriſt s Paſſion, and 
Death wpon the Croſs, with ring theres 
fore, and dewout Prayer, that all Chriftian People, 
; and namely they who ſpiritually join with the Prieft 
in the ſaid Oblation, and of whom he makes ſpe- 
cial Remembrance, ' may attain the Benefit of the 


ard _— 

And to theſe agree the ſeveral Anſwers of 
Carliſle, and Coventry and Litchfield, by which , 
(as the Hiftorian well obſerves ) the Reader 
will perceive how generally the Biſhops were addi- 
ed to the old Superſtition, and how few did agree” in 
all things with Cranmer. 

Now this Old Superſtition that he finds in 
this paſlage, 1s nothing but the true Old Proteſtant 
DoGtrine of the real Preſence, -4n oppoſition to 
meer Figure' and -Reprefentation, ' which + all 
that is here aſſerted by the Biſhops. 

But thas is the bold practice of this bold Wri- 
ter, to make Cranmer the Standard of the Re- 
formation ; and this unknown ' Manuſcript the 
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Standard of Crannrer's Opinions ; and theſe two 
grand Forgeries concerning no Church Govern- 
ment ; and the meer Commemorative Preſence in 
the Euchariſt, are the two. grand ſingularities of 
his Hiſtory ; and the main things that gave it 
popular Vogue and Reputation with his Par- 
ty 3 and were theſe rwo blind Stories, and the 
Reaſons - depending upon them retrench'd, it 
would be like the ſhaving of Sawſor's Hair, and 
deſtroy all the ſtrength peculiar to- the Hiſtory. 

\ The Deſign was apparently Jaid before the 
Work was undertaken, that induſtriouſly warps 
all things into Irenical. and Eraſtian Principles, 
and the vain Man ſeems to have been flattered 
by his Patrons into all that Pains to give Repu- 
tation to thew Errors. k 

And. here lay the Fondneſs for the Stilling- 
fleetian Manuſcript, that it ſo frankly and open- 
ly aſſerted Eraſtian and Sacramentarian Princi- 
ples as the Bottom. of the Reformatton. Bur if 
ſuch an #nprov'd and unwarrantable piece of Paper, 
without any certain Conveyance or. Tradition, 
without any Notice of ſo publick a TranſaQtion 
in any contemporary, Writer, without any other 
Evidence of its being genuine, - than that it was 
put providentially into the Hands of Dr. St. when 
he wrote his Irenicum, muſt be ſet up for un- 
doubted Record, againſt all the Records of the 
Churches, our great Hiſtorian would be well 


| advis'd 
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advis'd to employ his Pains in writing Lampoons 
upon the preſent Princes of Chriſtendom elpe- 
cially his own ) which he delights in moſt, - 
= it is the worſt thing that himſelf can do, 
than colleGing the Records of former times : 
For the Firſt will require Time and Poſtage to 
purſue his Malice, but the Second is eaſily trac'd 
in the Chimney Corner. 

And therefore I would deſire theſe Gentlemen 
either to give a better Account of the Deſcent and 
Genealogy of the Paper, than that it came to Dr. 
Sr. by Miracle ; or elle to give it leſs Authority. 

But to proceed, a new Office for the Commu» 
on-Service was drawn up in the ſame Year by the 
Biſhops, in compiling of which Cranwer had the 
chief hand, and by his great Power over-ruled 
the reſt at Pleaſure ; in this Service he retains the 
old Form of Words uſed in the ancient Miſſals, 
when there was no Zninglianiſm or Dodrine of. 
Figurative Preſence in the Chriſtian World, and 
the real Preſence was univerſally believed as ap- 
pears by the. very Words of Diſtribution. 

The 28ody of our Lozd Jeſus Chiiſt. 
Which was given fo2 thee, pzeſerve thy 
and, Soul unto- everlaſting Life, And the; 
21Blod of our Zozd Jeſus Chaiſt which was 
ſhed foz ther, &c: 

This was. the Form preſcribed in the firſt Li- 
turgy of Edward the VI. and. agreeable to. this: 
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are the King's own Injuctions publifhed at the 
"ſame time, where the Euchariſt ts called the Com- 
mnion of the very Body and Blood of Chriſt, by 
which form of Words Gy then expreffed the 
real Preſence as oppos'd to Zninglianiſm. 

This Liturgy being thus eſtabliſhed, and with- 
al abetted by Ad of Parliament, for ſome time 
kept up its Authority in the Church againſt all 
Oppoſition ; though it was ſoon enconntred with 
Enemies enough both at Home and abroad out 
of the Calwinian Quarters. 

At the end of the Year enſuing Peter Martyr, a 
rank Sacramentarian, came over, and after much 
Converſation with Cranmer, he was plac'd Regius 
Profeſſor in Oxford,where he ſoon rarſed Tumults a- 
bout the Zuinglian and Sacramentarian Dofrines. 

But Byxcer, that prudent and moderate Refor- 
mer, came not till ſome time after, though invi- 
red at the ſame time : Ando either came too 
late or departed too foon ; for as he came over in 
Tune, fo hedy'din Tamary; ſo that tho he were 
a great Aﬀertor of the real Preſence ( as our 
Church- Hiſtorian himſelf often obſerves ) he had 
not a Seaſon to fow his Dod@rine, and Martyr 
reigning alone, and being a furious Bigott in his 
Principles, it is no wonder if Zuinglianiſm ſpread 
with ſo much Authority. 

But the moſt fatal Blow to the Reformation 
of the Church of England was given by Calwin's 
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Correſpondence with the Protector, and after- 


wards with Dndley, taking upon him to cxeſwure, 
expunge, refory, impoſe, at his own Pleaſure; 
the Malignity of whole Influence firſt diſcover- 
ed it ſelf in the Ceremonial War againſt a Cap 
and a Tippet, but foon wrought into the Vieals 
of the Reformation, efpecially, as to the Licur- 
gy and the Euchariſt ; both which muſt be re- 
moved to give way to the Zuinglian Errors. 

This Alteration was made in the 51h. Year of 
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the King's Reign, tho. preciſely when, and by , 


what Perſons, is utterly. unkrown, only it is re- 
mark'd by our Church-Hiſtorian to: have folſowed 
immediately after the Confecration of Hooper : 
When (as he obſerves) the Biſhops being gene- 
rally addifted tothe Pwrity of Religion, fpent moſt 
of this Year in preparing Articles 'which ſhonld 
contain the Doctrine of the: Church of England. 
Among which the 29th. condemns the real Pre- 
ſence, as the new Liturgy, to which they are 
annexed, had beforc almoſt run it up to- the 
Charge of Idolatry. 

For they were not content to aboliſh the old 
Miſſal Form of Diſtribution ; The 3odp of onr 
Lozd FeſnsChyift Which was given foz thee, 
pzeſerve thy Body. and Doul unto everlaiting 
Life, Take and cat this, &c. Bur inſtead of 
it appoint this Zungltan Form, Lake and eat this, 
( without any mention of the Body and Blood of Chriſt ) 
1 
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in remembzance that Chyziſt died foz thee, 6c: 

Neither were theſe Innovators ( whoever 
they were ) fatisfied with the Alteration of the 
old Form ; but add a fierce Declaration to bar 
the Doftrine of Real and Eſſential Preſence. 

Whereas it is ordered in this Office of the Admini- 
ſtration of the Lord's Supper, that the Communi- 
cants ſhould receive the ſame Kneeling (which or- 
der is well meant, for a ſignification of our humble 
and grateful acknowledgment of the benefits of Chriſt 
therein given to all worthy Receivers, and for a- 
voiding ſuch Prophanation and Diſorder in the Ho- 
ly Communion, as might otherwiſe enſue.) Tet 
leſt the ſame Kneelling ſhould by any Perſons; either 
out of Ignorance and Infirmity, or ont of Malice 
and Obſtinacy be miſconſtrued and deprav'd, it is 
here declared that no Adoration 1s intended, *or ought 
to be done unto any real or eſſential Preſence of 
Chriſt's natural Fleſh and Blood, for the Sacramen- 
tal Bread and Wine remain ftill in their very natu- 
ral Subſtances, and therefore may not be ador'd, 
C for that were Idolatry to be abborr'd by all faith- 
fil Chriſtians ) and the natural Body and Blood of 
our Saviour C wi are in Heaven, and not here. 
It being againſt the Truth of Chriſt's natural Body, 
to be at one tine in more places than one. 

And whereas a body of Articles was com- 
poſed at the ſame time, it is declared in the 2 gth. 
Article, That ſince the very being of humane Na- 
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ture doth require, T hat the Body of one and the ſame 
Man, cannot be at one and the ſame time in many 
places, but of neceſſity nmuſt be in ſome certain and 
determinate place, therefore the Body of Chriſt cannot 
be preſent in many different places at the ſame time. 
And ſince as the Holy Scriptures teſtifie Chriſt hath 
been taken up into Heaven, and there 3s to abide 
till the end of the World, it becomes not any of the 
Faithful to believe or profeſs that there is a real or 
corporeal Preſence ( as they Phraſe it ) of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt in the Holy Euchariſt. 

This Declaration, though it ſeem'd tobe aim'd 
with a particular malice againſt the Lutherans, 
and their peculiar manner of Afſerting and Ex- 
plaining the real Preſence, yet it ſtrikes at the ge- 
neral Doctrine it (elf, held in all Churches. And 
as theſe were the great alterations made at that 
time ; ſo who were the Authors and Contrivers 
of 'em is ſo utterly unknown to Hiſtorians, that 
they are not ſo much as able to conjeCture. 

Dodor Heylin would aſcribe it either to the 
Convocation it {elf, or ſome Committee appoint- 
ed by it. But this is the officious Kindnels of the 
good Man to help out the poor oppreſied Church 
at that time, ata dead Lift, having no Record or 
Authority for his Aſſertion. 

DoFlor Burnet has often heard it ſaid, That the 
Articles were fram'd by Cranmer and Rid:ey. But 


whoever told him ſo, knew no more than himlelt 
H I am 
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[ am ſure it is the meaneſt Trade in an Hiſtorian 
to ſtoop to Hear-ſays. & 

All that can be conjectured of it, is, That it 
was done at that unhappy time when Dudley Go- 
verned all, who when he form'd his great and 
ambirious Deſigns, firſt(as the Hiſtorian Remarks) 
endeavoured to make himſelf Popular ; and to this 
end, among other Arts, he made himſelf Head and 
Patron of the Calvinian FaCtion, and entertain'd 
the Eſtabliſh'd Church with Negle@ and Con- 
tempt ; and therefore I find not Eccleſiaſtical 
Matters referr'd to the advice of the Regular Ec- 
clefiaftical Order, but were either Tranſad&ted by 
Himſelf,. and his Agents in private, or ſome i 
competent Lay- Authority. 

As to this matter of the New Liturgy and Ar- 
ticles, there is no Record but an AG of Parlia- 
ment, by which they are Impos'd and Authoriz'd. 
« Whereas there hath been a wery Godly Order ſet 
« forth by the Authority of Parliament for Common 
&« Prayer, and Adminiſtration of the Holy Sacra- 
« ments, to be uſed in the Mother Tongue within 
« this Church of England, agreeable to the Word of 
« God', and the Primitive Chwch, wery comfortable 
« to all good People, deſiring to live in Chriſtian 
* Converſation, and moſt profitable to the Eſtate of 
« this Realm ; upon the which, the Mercy, Favour, 
© end Bleſſing of Almighty God is in no wiſe ſo 
« readily and plenteouſly pour'd, as by Common- 
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« Prayers, due nſing of the Sacraments, and often 
« Preaching of the Goſpel, with the Dewotion of the 
« Hearers ; and yet, this notwithſtanding, a great 
&« xumber of People in divers parts of this Realm, 
« following their own ſenſuality,and living either with- 
« out Knowledge, or due Fear of God, do wilfully and 
&« danmably before Almighty God, abſtain and 
« refuſe to come to their Pariſh Churches, and other 
« places where Common-Prayer, and Adminiſtration 
&« of the Sacraments, and preaching of the Word of 
« God, is uſed upon Sundays and other Days, or- 
&« dain'd to be Holy-days. 

« 11. Foz Retozmation Hereof be it enacted 
<« by Bing our Sovereign Lozd, with 
< the aſſent of the Lozds and Commons. in 
«this pzeſent Parliament aſſembled, and by 
« the Authozity of the ſame, that from and 
<« after the Feaſt of All-Saines next coming, 
« all and every perſon and perſons mhabiting 
« within this Kealm, oz any other the King's 
« Majeſty's Dominions, ſhall diligently and 
« faithfully ( having no lawful oz reaſonable 
« excuſe to be ablent ) endeavour themſelves 
« to reſozt to their Parilh Church o2 Chapel 
« accuſtomed, 02 upon reaſonable let thereof, 
«tq ſome uſual place, Where Common-Pzay- 
« ex, and [nuch Service of God (hall be uſed 
<« i141 ſuch time of Let, upon every Sunday, 
« and other days aoaomed and uſed to be 
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«* kept as Holy-days, and then and there to 
« abide o2derly and ſoberly during the time 
« of the Common-Pzayer , Preachings, 02 
« other Service of God there to be us'd and 
« jniniſtred, upon pain of Punilhment by the 
« Cenſures of the Church. 
«111. And koz the due erecution hereof, the 
« King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, the Lozds 
« Temporal, and all the Commons in this 
c-yzeſent Parliament aſſembled, doth in God's 
« name earneſtly require and charge all. Arch- 
« hiſhops, Biltops, and their Dzdinaries, 
« that they (hall endeavour themſelves to the 
© uttermoſt of therr Knowledges, that the 
< due and true execution thereof may be had 
<« thzoughout their Dioceſſes and Charges, 
«as they witl anſwer befoze God fo2 ſuch 
« Evils and Plagues, Wherewith Almighty 
«©<God may juſtly puniſh his People, fo 
©neglecting this good and wholelom Law; 
« IV. And foz their Authozuty in this be- 
<half, be it further likewiſe enacted by the 
” Authozity atozeſaid, That all and ſ(ingu- 
<<lar the ſame Archbilhops, Biſhops, and 
<< all other their Officers, ererciſing Eccleſi- 
< aitical Juriſdiction, as well in place Er- 
** empt, as. not Erempt, Within their Dio- 
« ceiles, ſhall Have full Power and Autho- 
«rity. by this Act, to Refozm, Cozrect, and 
«* Puniſh 
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«-Btiniſl by Cenſures of the. Church, all 
« and ſingular perſons which- ſhall” offend 
« within —_— Yuriſdictions 02 Dioceſles, 
« after the {aid Feaſt of All-Saines next com- 
«ing, againſt this Ac and' Dtatute ; any 
« other Law, Statute, P2ivilege, Liberty, 
« 02 Pzovilion heretofoze made, Had, o2 ſuf- 
«fered to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

*'V. And becauſe there is riſen in the uſe 
« andererciſe of the afozeſaid common Service 
« in theChurch, heretofoze ſet fozth, divers 
« doubts fo2 the faſhion o2 manner of the 
« Piniſtration of the ſame, rather by the cu- 
< riolity of the Miniſter and MPiſtakers , 
« thanof any other wozthy cauſe; therefoze, 
« as well fo: the moze plain and manitkeſt' 
« Explanation thereof, as fo2 the moze per- 
* fection of the ſaid O2der oz Cominon Ser- 
© vice, in ſome places, where it is neceſſa 
«* to inake the ſame P2ayer and faſhion 
«Service, m929 earneſt and fif to flir 
« Chziſtian People to the true Hononring of 
«© Almighty God, the King's molt 'Exceltent 
« Majeſty, with the aſſent of the Lozds and 
*Commons of- this p:eſent Parliament af- 
« {embled, and by the Authozity of the ſame, 
«hath canled the afo:cſaid D2der, 02 'Com- 
* mon Service; JYntituled, The Book'of Con- 
**mon-Praycr, t9 be faithfully and godly 
<« peruted, 
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« nered and joined it, ſq expleaned and per- 
«fected, to this pagſent 


In this new Office, befide the Ee 
alterations in the Liturgy it ſelf, there was or- 
der'd in the Rubrick, the Abolition of Copes and 
Hoods ; neither is it altogether unobſervable, 
that at this time Hopkzns his Plalms. broke in 
upon the ſervice of the Church. 

But in the beginning of Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign, when the Reformation was ſetled in that 
State, in which it ever after continued, that new 
Declaration of the Second Liturgy of King Ed- 
ward was rejected, together with the 29th. Ar- 
ticle, and the Firſt old Form of Diſtribution was 
reſtored. And thats a clear Declaration of the 
Sence of this Church for a real and eſſential Pre- 
ſence,when it was ſo particularly concern'd to have 
all Bars againſt it remov'd. And from that time 
forward, the moſt eminent Divines in it, were ſuc- 
celſively 'Gom Age to Age the moſt Aſſertors of it. 

It were in vain to recite the numberleſs Paſ- 
ſages to that Purpoſe, it having been ſo often 
done by - other Hands. A Liſt of the Names of 
the principal Authors may be ſcen in the late 
Biſhop of Durham's Hiſtoria Tranſubſtantiationis, 
John Poinet, Biſhop of Wincheſter, who wrote a 


very learned Book upon the Argument, Entitu- 
led 
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led DiallaGiconzto explain the Sence of the Church 
of England about it ; John Jewel, Biſhop of $4- 
lisbury, the learned Bilhops Audrews and Bilſon, 
Iſaac Caſanbon-in the Name and by the Command 
of King James the Firſt, in his Anfwer to Car- 
dinal Perron ; Mr. Hooker ; John, Biſhop of Ro- 
cheſter ; Montague, Bilhop of Norwich ; James, 
Primate of Armagh ; Francis, Biſhop of Ely ; Arch- 
biſhop Land; Bilhop Oweral, and the Archbiſhop 
of Spalato. 

To this Catalogue variety of other Writers 
might be added, but cither here are Witneſſes 
enough,or there never can be. Neither need I 
duce their Teftimontes, whea they are ſo vulgarly 
known, and have been ſo frequently recited. 

I ſhall content my ſelf with the Two princi- 
pal, the moſt learned and reverend Prelates Poj- 
wet and Andrews. 

The Firſt wrote his Dzallatiicon concerning the 
Truth, Nature and Subſtance of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt in the Euchariſt. A Book much 
approved and often commended by. Grotins,(tho Arimad: 
he knew not the Author ) as the beſt Diſcourle ©; 4%. 
upon the Argument, and the moſt proper Me- diy wc 
thod to reſtore the Peace of the Chriſtian Church Yotum pro 
in that Point, which he further ſays was for that on 
purpoſe tranſlated into French by a reformed drug: 
Divine, by the Advice of his Brethren, I have 


not the Book by me, but the Deſign and funda- 
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mental Afſertion is to prove ( as Dr. Coſins re- 
cites it ) that the Euchariſt is zot only a Figure 
of the Body of our Lord, bur contains in it the 
Verity, Nature and Subſtance ; and therefore that 
theſe Terms ought not to be exploded, becaule 
the Ancients generally uſed them in their Diſ- 
courſes upon this Argument. 

| But Biſhop Andrews his Paſſage, though-grown 
Vular and Thread-bare, by being ſo continually 
quoted, beſt deſerves our Obſervation, becauſe 
by that means it is made not only a Declaration 
of his own Sence, but of all that followed him 
in it, and that is of almoſt all the learned Men of 
the Church of Exgland, that have ſucceeded from 
that time. The Paſſage is in his Anſwer to Bellar- 
zine in theſe Words. 


The Cardinal is not zgnorant, except wilfull 'y, 
that Chriſt hath ſaid, This is my Body. Now 
about the Obje& we are both agreed ; all the Con- 
trowerſie is about the Modus. We firmly believe 
that it is the Body of _— but after what man- 

er 


ner it is made to be ſo, there is not a Word extant 
in the Goſpel, and therefore we reje&+ it from be- 
ing a Matter of Faith. We. will, if you pleaſe, 
place it among the Decrees of the Schools ; but by 
no means among the Articles of Religion, What 
Durandus ſaid of old, we approve of. We hear 
the Word, feel the Effe&, know not the Man- 
ner, believe the Preſence. And ſo we believe 
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the Preſence too, and that real no leſs than 
ſelves; Only we define nothing raſbly of its Modus, 
neither do. we curiouſly inquire into it ; no more than 
bow the Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth us in our Baptiſm ; 
no more than how in the Incarnation of Chriſt the 
Humane Nature 1s united to the Divine. 
it in the Order of Myſteries (and indeed the whole 
Euchariſt # ſelf is nothing but Myſtery ) what re- 
mains beſide, ought to be conſumed by Fire, that is 
as the Fathers elegantly expreſs it, to be ador d by 
Faith, not examined by Reaſon. 

This was his State of the Controverfie, that 
was then perus'd and approv'd of by King James, 
and ever after retained by the Divines of the 
Church of Exgland down to the Rebellion and 
Subverſion of Church and State, and then it was 
carried into Baniſhment with its Confellors. For 
whilſt his Iate Majeſty reſided at Cologn, it was 
there commonly objetted, in his own Preſence, 
by the Roman Divines againſt the Church of Eng- 
land, That all its Members were mere Zuingl:- 
ans and Sacramentarians, that believed only an 
imaginary Preſence. 

Upon this Dr. Coins, who was then Dean of 
the Chapel Royal, by his Majeſty's Command 
writes a Diſcourſe to vindicate the Church of 
England from that Calumny, and to give an Ac- 
count of its Sence concerning the true and real 
Preſence ; in which he; declares him(clt to the 
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fame purpoſe with all the forementioned Authors, 
all along vchemently afſerting the true reality of 
the Preſence, and ſtil] declaring the Mods to be 
ineffable, unſearchable, above our Senſes, and 
above our Reaſon. 

So that ſtill all Parties are agreed in the thing 
it ſelf, were it not for that one miſtaken Suppo- 
fition, That the Church of Rome hath nor only 
defin'd the Matter, but the Manner, which ſhe is 
ſo far from pretending to- attempt, that before 
ſhe proceeded ro decree any thing about it, ſhe 
declar'd that it wis ſo incomprehenſible, that it 
was not capable of being defin'd, as we *ſee all 
Chriſtendom hath done beſide. 

Now after all chis I leave it to the common 
Sence and Ingenuity of Mankind, whether any 
thing can be more barbarous and profane than to 
make the renouncing of a Myſtery, fo unani- 
mouſly receiv:d, 4 State TEST. And that is my 
preſent Concerament about it, not as a Point of 
Divinity, bur as turned into a Point of State. 

Thus far proceeded the Old' Church of Eng- 
land, which as it was baniſhed, ſo it was reſio- 
red wick the Crown. But by realon of the long 
Interval of Twenty Years berween the Rebelli- 
on and: Reſtitution, there aroſe' a new. Generati- 
on of Divines that knew not Joſeph. Theſe Men 
underhand deſerted and undermined the Old 
Church, as it ſtood ova Divine Right, and Ca- 
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tholick Principles, and inſtead of it erefted a New 
Church of their own Contrivance, © conſilting 
partly of Independency, partly of Eraftiatiſne, 
with the Independent, leaving no ſtanding Autho- 
rity in the Chriſtian Church over private Chrt 
ſtians, bur leaving every Man to the arbitrary 
Choice of his own Communion ; with Erfts al- 
lowing no Juriſdiction to the Chriſtian: Church, 
but what is derived from the Civil Magiſtrate. 

Theſe Principles being Pleafing to the Wan- 
tonneſs of the People, thele Men ſoon grew 
popular, and foon had the Confidence to call 
themſelves the Charch of England: But the 
principal Object of rheir Zeal was the Deſtru&- 
on of Popery, and the only Meaſure of Truth, 
with them, was Oppoſition ts the Church of 
Rome. And end they aſſum'd to them- 
ſelves the Management of that great and glo- 
rious War. 

And as they managed 1t upon new Princi- 
les, or indeed, none at all ( never writing for 
our Church, but only againſt that Church ) ſo 
they advanced new Arguments to repreſent the 
Church of Rome as Odious as poſſible, to the 
People. Among theſe the Two moſt frighrtul 
Topicks, were Tranſubſtantiation and Idolatry. 
One was a very hard Word, and the other a 
very ugly one. Theſe Two Words, they 


made the Two great Kettle-drums ro the Pro- 
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teſtant Guards. They were continually beating 
upon them with all their Force, and whenever 
they found themlelves at any Diſadvantage with 
an Enemy ( as they often were by pretling too 
far, for they never thought they did enough in 
the Cauſe ) by making a Noiſe upon thele Two 
loud. Engines, they could at pleaſure drown the 
Diſpute. 

Now, ever fince this alteration of the State 
of the War between. the Two Churches, we 
hear little or nothing at all of the real Preſence 
in the Cauſe, but it is become as great a Stran- 
ger to. the ( z. e. their ) Church of England as 

| Tranſubſtantiation it {elt, but the whole matter is 
reſolved into a meer Sacramental Figure and Re- 
preſentation, and a Participation only of the Be- 
nefics of the Body and Blood of Chrilt by Faith. 

I know not any one Writer of that party of 
Men that hath ever own'd any higher Myſte- 
ry, but on. the contrary. they. ſtate all. the Diſ- 
putes abour the Euchariſt upon Sacramentarian 
Principles, and with them to atlert the true re- 
gity of the Preſence of our Saviour's Body 
and Blood in the Sacrament, as naturally reſolves 
it ſelf into Tranſubſtantzation, as that. docs into 
Idolatry. 

| And the main Argument infiſted upon by 
them, is the natural Impoſſibility of the thing 
it ſelf eo the Divine Ommipotence, which beſide 
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On ogtons Boldneſs of preſcribing Meaſures to 
's Attributes in a Myſtery that they do not 
comprehend; 'tis, as appears by the Premiſes, a 
Defiance to the Practice of all Churches, who 
have ever acknowledged an incompre uu ible _ 
ſtery, not ſubje& ro the Examination © | 
Reaſon, but to be imbraced purely upon the Aah 
thority of a Divine Revelation. 

And therefore that ought to be the only mar- 
ter of Diſpute. For it-it be a Divine Revelati- 
on. ( as all Chriſtendom-hath hitherto believed ) 
that derermines the Caſe without any further En- 
quiry ; and ffany Man will not be (Whed with: 
thaz Authority, he makes very. bold with. his 
Maker. And men of thoſe Principles: would no 
doubt make admirable Work with the Definiti- 
ons of Articles of Faith by the Four firſt general 
Councils. 

But tolet their new way of Arguing pals, it 
is theſe Men that firſt ſet up Sacramentarian Prin- 
cip'es in this Church, and then blew them: into 
the Parliament Houle, railing there, every Seſſion, 
continual Tumults about Religion, and 1t 1s to: 
their Caballing with the Members that: we owe 
theſe new and unpreſidented TE STS, perhaps 
to have their own Decrecs and Writings eſtabliſh- 
ed by Law, and impoſed upon the whole Nation 
as Goſpel. 


In- ſhort, if they own a real Preſence, w» 
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ſee from the Premiſes how little che Contro- 
verſie is between that and Tranſubſtantiation, as 
it is truly. and ingeniouſly underftood by all 
reformed Churches. If they do not, they dif- 
own the Dodrine both of the Church of Eng- * 
land. and the Church Catholick, and then if 
they own only a figurative Preſence (' and it js 
lain they own no other ) they ſtand condemn- 
ed of Hereſie by almoſt all Churches in the 
Chriſtian World ; and if this be the thing intend- 
ed to be ſet up ( as it certainly is by the Au- 
thors. and Contrivers of it ) by renouncing 
TranſubſtAWetion , then the Reſult and Bottom 
of the Law is under this Pretence to bring a 
new. Herefie by Law into the Church of England. 

And yet upon this Foot I find the Controver- 
fie ſtands at this preſent Day between the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome, or the Biſhop of Condom on one 
part, and little Julian in the Bick-ſhop with 
his Dragoons on the other part: The Biſhop 
eſtabliſhes the Keal Preſence in Oppolition to 
the Figurative; His Anſwerer turns the whole 
Myſtery into meer Type and Figure, by ſet- 
ng up. a figurative Interpretation of the Words 
of Inſtitution, and yet confeſſes it at the fame 
trme to be ſomewhat more than a Fipnre. 

To. this it is reply'd, I would gladly know 
what that is, which is not the thing it ſelf, but yet 
is ore than ameer Figure of it: To this it is an- 
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ſwered, That the - Preſence is Spiritual, but yet 
Real ; but how a Corporeal Subſtance ſhould 
have a: real Spiritual Preſence, is a thing that 
requires more Philoſophy to clear ir up than 
Tranſubſtantiation, or in the Words of the Author 
himſelf : We ſuppoſe it to be a plain Contradiftion 
that: Body ſhould have any Exiſtence, but what alone 
3s proper to a Body that 3s Corporeal. 

This is their Jaſt Reſolution of this Contro- 
verſie, that a true real Preſence is a Contradi- 
Gion; and fo | think is a real ſpiritual Preſence 
of a bodily Subſtance. | 

This Scent che whole Chace follows, ' and una- 
nimouſly agree 1n this Cry, That there 1s no 
Preſence, bue either meerly Figurative, and that 
ſhuts our all Reality, and is univerſally condemned 
by all the Reformarion 3 or meerly ſpiritual, (i. c.) 
the preſent Effefts and Benefits of the abſent Bo- 
dy and Bloud of Chriſt, which hath been all a- 
long equally caſhired by all other Reformed 
Churches, as the other grand Scandal of Zxin- 
glianiſn. 

Thus the London Anſwerer to the Oxford Diſ- 
courſes : There can be no Real Preſence, but ei- 
ther Figuratively in the Elements, or Spir itually 
in the Souls of thoſe who worthily receive them. 


S Dr. St. 


All which the DoGtrin: of our Chnrch implies a 6 


by thi Phraſe, is only a real Preſence of Chriſt's 
inviſible 
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inviſible Power and Grace, ſo in and with the Eje- 
ments, as by the faithful receiving of them to con- 
vey real and ſpiritual Effe&is to the Souls of Men, 

The Oxford Anſwerer to the Oxford Diſcourſes 
allows no other real Preſence but the virtual Pre- 
ſence, that 1s, the meer Effect. 

So the popular Author of the Diſcourſe againſt 
Tranſubſtantiation, makes no Medinm between the 
meer figurative Preſence and Tranſubſtantiation, 
ſo that all other Preſence, that is not meerly Fi- 
gurative, comes under the Notion of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation. 

Now the gentleſt Character he is pleaſed to 
give of this Monſter, is this, That the Buſineſi of 
Tranſubſtantiation 3s ot a Controverſie of Scri- 
pture againſt Scripture, or of Reaſon againſt Reaſon, 
bat of downright Impudence againſt the plain mean- 
ing of the Scripture, and all the Sence and Reaſon 
of all Mankind. 

But beſides the intolerable Rudeneſs of the 
Charge againſt all the Learned Men of the 
Church of Rome, as the worſt of Sots and Ideots, 
if there be no middle real Preſence between Tran- 
ſubſtantiation and the Figure, he hath caſt all the 
Proteſtant Churches into the ſame Condemnation 
of Sots and Fools. 

But however raſh and prepoſterous it ma 
be 'fo. Perſons that believe the real Preſence to 
abjure the Word Tranſubſtantiation, yet to de- 
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Chriſtian C 
is inhumane and barbarous, 

IDO-£4 TRY. is a Stabbing and Cut-chroac 
Word, .1ts-1caft Punzfhmenc 'is the greateſtchat 
can be, both Death and/Damnation/;] and 
Reafon too, when the Crime is no lefs than re- 


pe par .of Divine. Wasſbjp:in the 
weh tobe nitsown Nature Wdefatry, 


NOU the ' true God that made: Heaven-and 
Earth. Thus Exod. 2 2. 20.|He that facrificeth ws: 
to any (Tod, ſave. wita' the  Loxd: axd | Jehavab ' only, 
he ſhall be utterly deſtroyed.. - Deut. 14.6. If thy 
Brother the Sou of thy Mather, or thy. Saz, or thy 
Daughter, or the BY. of thy Bojom,' os thy! Friend 
which vs as thine. own Saul, once thee ſecretly, fay- 
ing, Let us go and ſerve aber Gods (which thou haſs 
not known, than nor thy Fathers ) namely. of - the Gods 
of the People which | axe\round | abou) | you; might mitts 
thee, - or far aff*' from. thee, from the owe exd af whe 
Earth unto the other : Thou ſhalt uot conſent wito bim, 
nor hearken unto 'bim : Nether ſhalt the Eye pity 
hin, neither fhalt thou: pave, neuber. fhats thou con- 
ceak bim. | | Bur thou ſbatt ſarely yl! htm ; thine band 
ſhall be firſt upon him ta' put hint to Death, and after- 
ward the Haud of all the' People. And thou' ſhalt 
ſtone him wath Stones, that be die: Becauſe be hath 
fought to thruſt thee away' from the Lord thy God 
which brought thee ant of the Land of Eg ypt, from the 
Houſe of Bondage. 

This was the Crime, and this the Puniſhment 
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of 1dolatry, and the Sentence was ſo ſeverely execu- 
ted, that ſo the ſerring up rhe golden Calf, or Symbol 
of the Sun, that the tg yptiavs worſhipd as the ſu- 
preme: Deity, as will appear 1n its proper place, 
Three thouſand of the Ring-leaders, were put to 
the Sword bythe Command of Meſes, Exod. 32.27. 
And for this reaſon it-pleaſed God to deſtroy the 
Canaanttes from off the Face of the Earth, (2.e.) for 
ging Divine. Worſhip to falſe-and created Dei- 
ties-in Defiance tothe Eternal Creator of it. 

So black a Crime as this, that 15.no lefs than 
renouncing God, is not lightly to be charged 
upon any. Party of Chriftians, not only becauſe 
of the foulne(s. of the Calumny, but the barbarous 
Conſequences that may follow upon it, to invite 
and warrant the Rabble, when ever Opportunity 
favours, ito deſtroy. the Roman. Catholcks and their 
Images, as the Iſraelites were. commanded to de- 
{troy the Canaanttes and their Idols. | 

' But before ſo bloody an Indictment be preferr'd 
again(t the greateſt part of Chr:ſtendom, the Nature 
of the thing ought to be very well underſtood. The 
Charge is too brg for a Scolding Word. And how -ui- 
conliſtent ſoever Idolatry may be with Salvation, I 
fear ſo uncharicable a Calumny (if it prove one) can 
be of no. leſs damnable Conſequence. Ir isa piece 
of Inhumanity, that out-does the Salvageneſs of 
the Cambals themſelves, and damns at onee both 


Body and Soul. 
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And yet after yy: Gs have no other ground for 
the bold Conceit, than the crude and raſh Aﬀerti- 
ons of ſome popular Divines, who have no other 
Meaſures of Truth or Zeal, but Hatred-toPope- 
ry; and therefore never ſpare for hard Words a- 
gainſt that Church, and run up all ObjeCtions 
againſt it into nothing leſs than 4the:ſm and Blaſ- - 
phemy, of which Idolatry is the greateſt Inſtance. 

Bur if they would lay aſide their indecent Hears, 
and foberly enquire into the Nature and Original 
of Idolatry ; they would be-as.much aſhamed of 
the Ignorance of their Accuſations, ' as they ought 
to be-of | its Malice. - And ' therefore I ſhall: fer 
down a plain and brief Account of that Argu- 
ment, that when we underſtand the caſte, obvious, 
and natural Notion: of {da/atry, it'will forever ex+ 
poſe the Vanity of \theſe Men's Fanatique Pre- 
tences. I-pray God there be nothing worſe at 
bottom, ſeeing it has ever been. ſet up as the 

Standard againſt Monarchy. .. ' 1 5 1 

It is a. Subject that hath'entertained the moſt 
able Pens in the World, but: 1 ſhall not preſume 
or pretend to be ſo learned, but ſhall confine all 
my Knowledge to the Word of God, chiefly to 
the Moſaick | Writings, for there” it 1s fully. and 
clearly ſtated, the Moſaick Law being enaCted pure- 
ly in Oppoſition to [dolatry. Now nothing. can 
be more obvious, than that the Notion:of at there 
is neither more not-lefs than this : | Ther Worſhip of 
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the Heavenly Bodies ghe Sun, the Moon, and the Stars, tars, 
or any. other wiſeble and corporeal Derey as the! Su 
God, fa as t9 exclude all Sehfe. and Apprehen fon o a 
Jp initwal and. invi/bleGodbaed, | ( | . 

This evidehtly appears both-by the Alm chajes 
ſeveral Revelations that he made of himſelf to the 
Children 'of {ſrac/ to preſerve them from it, and 
from the ſeveral Chiraties and Deſcriptions, cha 
himſelf hath upon tnntaberleſs occaftons made of it. 

Moſt — Men would trace 5 Original 
from before 'the: Flood, [but they i follow ther 
Chafe without any Scent, as generally all Amti- 

quaties da,when they purſue 3nto the —— 
= Ongmal of thinps. 

> Femifh Rabbnes (thatare oftoo war a tand- 

to pretend/to any. Authonty 11m/ ſuch antienc 
> ont. ; for as theylivedinot above Six Ages be- 
fore us, 10 they had no other Records than whar 
we have;the Wirimegs of Mafes and the P ws) 
derive its Original fromrhe Age of | Enos ; 
their ConyeCture 8 fountied upon an embignlous 
Word, ſo it is contradicked by the State of the 
World at that time ; ; for by reaſon of the long 
Lives of the Patriarchs from the Creation to rhe 
Flood, 'at is not; cafie:©© conceive, That the Me- 
mory and” Draditibn -of the late-Creation ofithe 
Word he ſhould-be. worn out in fo ſhorea time, 
fines Adam's Granchild, and iliving:in the 
fame Age him borefodtoBinadeod: Fears; 
| But 
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© Bu che plain Demonſtration that there was no * 
ſuch Impiety before the Flood, is, that Moſes, 
| es: he Ant up the Caules that provok'd God 
to bri udgment the World, makes 
no _ { 7s gin of lads: of which, if 
they had been guilty, as it is a Sin of the tirſt 
Magnitude, ſo 1t would have held the firit place 
in the Indictment, | 

Others make Cham the Father of this Monſter, 
as they do of all other Crimes, but for no other 
Reaſon beſide his ill Name. 

Others derive it from the Tower of Babet, 
which- they will have to have been built for an 
Alcarto the Sun,after the Cuſtom of after-times, 
when they Worſhaped him upon High Towers 
for Alcars. 

Maimonidesgand his Followers, find deep Foot- 
ſteps in the time of Fhraham, who was born in 
Ur of the Chaldees, that 1s, lay they, the Country 
of the Antient Z 4 B11, the Founders of 1dela- 
try.z and for that reaſon he was commanded-out 
of his own Country to the Worſhip of rhe True 
God. 

But this Dream of the Z AB1I is ſo modern, 
and fo void of the Authority of any Antient Re- 
cord that it proves it ſelf a fond Impoſture. Tho 
Abraham's timne ( and that was many Centuries 
after the Flood ) we meet with the firſt Traces 
of this Apoſtacy : For that cxtraoxdinay Diſco- 

very 
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very that God was pleaſed to make of himſelf as 
Supreme Lord of all things, was made to Abraham 
in Oppoſition to the 1do/arry of his own Country 
z. e. Chaldea, who ſeemed to have been the firſt 
Founders of it, and for that reaſon God com- 
manded-him to {cave his Country, his Kindred, and 
his Fathers Houſe, and ſojourn in the Land of Canaan, 
where the Tradition of the Knowledge of the 
True God ſeems to have been much better pre- 
ſerved. Sothat tho there were ſome Decays from 
the true Old Religion; yet they were as yet very 
far from an Univerſal Apoſtacy. 

That the Plague was then broke out in Chaldea, 
is evident from the words of Joſhua, ( 24.2.) Tour 
Fathers dwelt on the other fide the Rrver im old time, 


even Terah the Father of Abraham, andthe Father 
of Nachor, and they ſerv'd ſtrange Gods. But when 
Abraham came into Canaan, T find no Records 
that the Cuſtoms of his Country had _ the 


River, but on the contrary evident Inſtances of 
their Knowledge of the true God, gs Creator of 
Heaven and Earth. 

What can be more plain than the Story of Mel- 
chiſedeck,, Prieſt of the moſt High God, ( a Term 
appropriate in Scripture to the Supreme Deity ) 
in his bleſſing Abrabam. Bleſſed be Abraham of the 
moſt High God, Creator of Heaven and Earth. And 
when God conſumed Sodom and Gomorrah with 
Fire from Heaven, 1do/atry is no where reckoned 

among 
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among the Cauſes aud Provocations of that ſevere 
and unuſual Judgment ; and had it been one of 
their crying Sins, it would have been the loudeſt, 
and fo never have been omitted by the Sacred Hi- 
ſtorian. And when Iſaac was forced by Famine 
into the Country of the Phil:ſtmes, Abimelech their 
King entred into a Solemn and Religious Cove- 
nant with him of mutual Defence and Offence, 
upon this Inducement, that he was the Bleſſed of 
the Lord, or the culiar Favourte of Jebovab ; 


ſo that as long as himſelf and Iſaac were of a (ide, ; 


the Supreme Gods immediate Providence would 
be engaged in his Protection. 

The firſt plain Intimation we find of it in Pa- 
leftine is in the Hiſtory of Jacob, after his Conver- 
ſation with the Shechemites, where, upon his depar- 
ture from that City by God's eſpecial Command, 
he builds an Altar at Bethel to God, and com- 
mands his Family to put away their @wl axixqui 
or Strange Gods. And from this time we read of 
nothing of this Nature till the Deliverance of the 
Children of 1ſrae! out of Eg pt, after they had 
been detained there Four Hundred and Thirty 
Years, according to the Hebrew, or Two Hun- 
dred and Fifteen according to the Seventy, the 
greateſt part of which time was ſpent in Slavery 
and —_ 

But at, and after their Deliverance, we hear 


of nothing elſe but Cautions againſt Idelatry, or 
| | Wor= 
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Worthip of Strange Gods 3; as if ua thac long 
Fract of Trme and Mifery,they had loft the Tra- 
dition of the God of their Anceſtors, and by long 
converſation with the Egyptrens, had taken 
their Maſters Religion together witl} ther Bur- 
dens ; and it was fcarce poffible to be otherwiſe 
for Men in their poor condition, after ſo long a 
FraCt of Time, than to take up the Religion 
in publick PraCtice. 

Long cuſtomand conyerfation naturallyenures 
Men to the Manners of the Country, but Shve- 
ry breaks Men to them; And what could be ex- 
pected from miſerable People, who fpentall therr 
days 1n carrying of Clay guthaing Straw, making 
Bricks, ol all Offices of Servihey, than that 
they ſhould ſerve their Maſters Gods, as well as 
their Maſters themfelves ? ' And that this wes 
their caſe, is evidens from the whole Series of 
the Story. 

The firſt Diſcovery that the Almighty made of 
himſelf, was to Moſes, in the Burning Buſh, 

Exod. 3.6, Where he tells us, | I am the God of thy Fathers, 
the God of Abraham,the God of Thack, and the God 
of Facob : But this feems to be a New Language 
ro Moſes ; For he replyes, When I come unto the 

Ver. 13, Children of Ifrael, and fhall fay unto them, the God 
of your Fathers hath ſent me unto you, oY; they ſhall 
ſay to me, what ts his Name (or what God 1s he) 
what ſhall 1 ſay unto them 2 To this he is _— 
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Utoanfwer, 1 as that [an hath ſext you 3, that is 


the only ſelf exiſtent Being, the only Supreme 
Deity, and. God of your Fathers : And for the 
truth and demonſtation. of. this, he refers both 
him and themco. the following Maracles. 


And when Moſes was diſcouraged by the com Chap. s: 


plaints of the People, becauſe of their ſevere 
lage, the Almighty gives him encouragement 
upon 2 powerful we, T a! wp rr 1 am 
the Lord, who will deliver Roy 4 pF 
or ftretched out drmy. t. 6. 1 ame that Onnegnent, ſelf 
exiſtent Being ; and that ſhall be the. proof of w;the 
great Miravles thanl will wark for yaur Delivery, 
And at the tune of theic Deliverante he imme- 
diately, inſticutes the Paſſover, nat. only asa Memo» 
ria af the Thing, but as ſhell. proveafterwards, 
the ſtrongeſt Bax agaiaft Idolagmy., 212 +: 1 
But. as ſaon, as. they. ſat, doyni at the Fqat of 
Mount: Szzeb, which. was their —_— of Reſt, 
Gods farſk Care kw make pro 
inſt. Idelatry, where after 4; frerful-and glodons 
ra ac of his-Rrefarea th gives.ther'Ton 
Commandments, wherecof the. Four Firſt averdib 
rectly. levell'd! againkt Idolatry, A 
Frft,. He cajayns the Warfhip, of. Hamſclh, 
age drag wedc pany dong alivercd) tham 
In the next place,, He tarbids them the- Wars 
ſhup of all. Idok, & e. os HOG —— 
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mlitudes with this kication t to: > them, left you 
c rrupt your ſelves, 1.e, by believing that Ir Gn 
be. any. Sunlicude of the fpremcC Godhead. | And 
as this is the literal and plain Senſe of the two 
firſf Commandments, {o- t ſeems to: be the only 
Deſign of the Third and Fourth : For the Englith 
of the Third if it were rightly tranflated, runs 
this; how ſbatt nu 76 'of | the. Lord thy 
God toa:Vamty or en oy fo the Sept on ren- 
deric;” Forthe Word "Vanity -or Ftp are Syno- 
nymous in Scripture, becauſe an Idol is a; vain 
and empty Thing chat repreſents nothing: ; for 
when it' 1s ſet up.as the-Symbol and Images of: a 
Deity that is no-Deity, 1t is the Image-of noching, 
a5 Ot. Paul defines it, Sq that it, is not the meer 
Image it ſelf thatis the Idol, but. che Imageas res 
preſenting a falſe God, tho it be only:a- Symbal, 
and not a Piſture; of hum, as molt of the Hea- 
then Images were, of the Sun,, as \the Calf,, and 
the Ram. Theſe-are the. V anitics or Repreſenta- 
tions of Falſe Gods inc le, at _ rime; among; 
the Neighbout; Nations, !abatfecth tobe; herc 
properly interdidted ith chis Commundment.: | {:0n 
As tor. the #691 Comtnandinent,: it 15 the ves. 
ry Sacrament ofthe; Workhupcio [the true; God, 
the. .Creag0r,06 Fieaven! and[Fa in. oppoſition; 
to, 1delatryyo gr ther Warfiip of! his Cntarutesy 
and theretore 8, preſatibedg/ as.) if were, 1 as. the' 
= day" of: che: Feats - a to: mind 
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the that che"God that they Worſhip, was 
the God at made the World, anda the Gods 
thattheir Neighbours worſhiped, particularly che 
San, Mom, and Stars his Creatures. | 

T his thenbeing ſet up as the great Feſtival, of 
the Creator of Heaven and Earth, from hence it 
was that the Precept of. not Warſhypmg of Idols, 
and Keeping the Sabbath; are' fo frequently coupled 
together un Sertpture ; and that the Breach of the 
Sabbath is panithed inthe lame manner as ldolarry 
it elf. 

Bati ſhall treat of rhis more largely when I 
come 19a Review. Ar preſent I have only given 
a narrow: Profpect of che whole marter, but upon 
a full and open View of che Mefaick Hiſtory, it 
will appear in full and undeniable Evidence, by 
theſe T wo Condiderations. | 

- Firfs, 1f weconlider the | greaxx Propenſity of 
the 1{raz/ates torenounce the Worthip of the One 
True Inviſible God, and to- return to their accu- 
fhomed Worſhip of Idol Gods. 

Secoully, If we conſider that thefe Gods were 
nothing elſe bur the Heavenly Bodies, and that the 
Sms was worſhiped as the Deity. 

. Astothe firſt, cher continual Revolts, and Re- 
belkons againſt that Almiphry God,of whoſe Pow 
& they had had ſo much Experietice;could procced 
wom noching leſs than the moſt inveterate and 


nothing 
Grief Wo wp to play the Hatla ( asthe 


cure 


of the Gentiles. 
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whole Riſtory, the Miracles that God wr 
chem in Eg gpt, 
Cantan, norwithſtend; 
continual Arternpts of 
funk into an univerſal Apoſtacy, v. 58. Provokeng 
hims to Anger wah ther High Plaves, and moving him 10 
FHealmuſte with their Graven Imager; ; ſorhat at tengrh 
he gave them up into the Hands of their Enettyies 
And firſt the Ten Tribes were led away Captive, 
and not long 
_— follows my the fame P 

greatly abhorred Iſrael, ſo that he for fook the Te 
TunHug ken of Shiloh, 4 Tem which he placed among 

C! 


wt Glory { that was the Symbol © 
—_—_ ) into the Enenney hand. 


Mm chey could- gan itt the Wilders 
neſs, after the miraculous Deliverance out of 
by the Abſence of Moſes, rhey ſet up and 

- wales he Golden Calf, n Form-of Worſhip 
they were accuſtomed to 11 Egypt: what this Idol 
was, is variouf]y difpured by Learned Men ; ſome 


cheir firſt Deliverince to Ta loft Ca 
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but a perpetualSeries of Difloya 


it) of commit PForntoatron with the op 


8. We have an ecurate Epitome of this 
= 


m the Wilderneſs, ih the 1 
all which as they = 
ebellion, fo they at haſt 


after the Tribe of Jawah, as it 1rnte« 
m, God war wroth, 


yrngns his Strewoth mto Captivity, and 


his Pivine 


co Trace a few Particulars. | The firſt 


will 
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will have it to have been made. 41 Imitation of 
the Cherubin, when as yet. God had made; no De- 
{cription of them, Ox, and almoſt all: the 
learn'd,' wall have it to have been the Idol of Apes, 
or Serapis, or Oſyris,whom the Egyptians, worlhyp- 
edby that Symbol ; and that it was the fame Idol, 
is certain ; but I take it to be much more antient ; 
for as yet, we: find not agy Footlteps of Diyanc 
Worſhip given to Men and Women. That Fal- 
ly is cf a much younger Date, and ſeems -to- have 
been brought in purely by the Greczan Vanity, to 
derive the Originals of all Nations from them- 
ſelves, and to People Heayen with their own 
Country-men. | 

Thus they tell us, that this Apis was King of 
the 4rgrves, natural Son to King Jupiter by Nzo- 
be, who marrying 1s, left his Kingdom, and 
went” into Egypt, where teaching, the barbarous 
People Civility, and the Art of drefling V ines and 
Agr:culture, He was by common conſent choſen 
theirKing ; and after he had reigned with extra- 
ordinary Wiſdom and Mercy (to the great Im- 
proycment of the Nation) when he dyed, they de- 
ifyd him, and worſhiped him under the Image of 
a Calf-gr Ox, all which is pure Greczan Fable, 

For Egypt had been a famous Nation many 
Hundred Ages, before any of the Grecian Detties 
were born ; It was a flouriſhing Kingdom in the 
daysof Abraham; I am ſure they knew how to 
| | dreſs 
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dreſs their Vines, and plow their Fields, before 
there was any ſuch Nation as Greece, or any of 
its Cantons known by any Records: There was 
no News of them till the Trojan War, and that 
is the thing objected by all Writers tothe Greeks, 
both before and ſince Chriſtianity, that .their re- 
moteſt Antiquity 1s meer Novelty in compariſon 
of the Egyptians, and is confeſt by their own beſt 
and aw antient Writers ; at leaſt in theſe an- 


tient Times, there were no Men nor Women 


Deities, Gods or Goddeſles. 

But when the Greeks had {tollen their Religion 
from the Eaſtern Nations, in requital they fur- 
niſhed them with Gods of their own; and clapt 
the Heads of one of their own Country-men up- 
on every antient Ido}, thereby gaining Reputation 
of Antiquity both to their Nation-and Religion, 
as if they had been as antient 'as the Eg yptian and 
Oriental Idolatry. 

Thus they faſten this old Idol 'of che Galden 
Calf, upon- King pi, whereas if there ever were 
any fac Man (for the Greeks have nexther Faichnor 
Knowledge enough to be believ'd one Wordin any 
matter of Antiquity, cither of their own, or other 
Nations) he was»bort many Apes after thus Idol 
ha been famous'inthe World : And in that-un- 
known Intervalof which there-are no Hultotical 
Records, and therefore the whole Story of him, 
as well as of all the other Grecian:Gods, is ne- 
thing but Fable. 01); ne 


OE GE 
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were 10 ringing 4 & MNtO 
that they carried the very word thence : Gn ee 
the Hebrew and Egyptian Word to ſignifie a Ca/fyor 
4 Bullock, and fo it is rendred by the Septwagznr. 
Fer. 46.15. in the Prophetick Burthen againſt 
Eg ypt, Aiamipons iv of a Arms b paay Or & ixAenh av 
_—_ Cn lure, 5m Kigt®' xxplaum erm. Why did your 
ond. Apis fly, of that yaur beloved.Calt deſert you, becauſe 
Dr.Spencer, the Loyd did drive hum ? Tho we render it in the 
—_—_ Engliſh Tranſlation, Why. are thy valiant Mer 
ſwept away. 
So that the Calf can be nothing elfe than an 
Old Egyptian Ido), or Syrabol of ſome: Deity, thar 
CR ptr cs ey _ - 
thinking elves hetray'd or Me- 
ſes aftey Forty Days Abſence, (a for this Myſes, the 
Alon that brought us up. aut of the Laud'ef Egypt, we 
wot not what ts become of him ) they forc2 Aaron. to 
reſtore ro.them the Symbals of their Qld Gods to 
go-before them, inftead; of this: new:God, that 
now: ſeam'd to. have deſerted thaw, and to thoſe 
they aſcribe their Deliverance: aut: of Egypt; and 
this is the firſt chearful: Act-af; Devotion, that 
they ſeem to have performance theirfNelivoranec: 
Boras for all.their Worſthipofthe True GadZelpe- 
ally a the Delivery: of the Law, it ſeems: to-bc 
a mn to nas pr em _— 
awd by dreadful Appearances, mclin 
their own = fo 
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And the Solemn Sacrifice that was made imme- 
diately after, was the AQ of Moſes, rather than 
the People, who rather ſeem'd Spectators than 
Actors;and therefore as {oonas they thought them- 
{elves quit of him (which was immediately after) 
they ſet up their Ido], and were rtranfported in” 
their Devotions towards it, toa degree of madnels. 
They roſe #p early in the Morning, and offered Burnt- Exod.32.6. 
Offerings, and brought Peace-Offerings, and the Peo- 
ple ſat downto Eat and Drink, and roſe up to Play. 

This Solemnity had been endear'd to them by 
Cuſtom andEducation,and there could be no other 
ground of their great Joy,than that they were re- 
ſtored to the Exercile of their former Religion, and 
the Worſhip of their old Gods, of which the Calf 
was one of the moſt eminent Symbols, *ſo that 
when they ſay that was the God that deliver'd 
them out of Egypt, their meaning 1s, the God . 
of which that was the Symbol or Repreſentation, 
according to the Language of thole Times, andGen.z 
indeed of the whole Old Teſtament, to give 
the Name of the Deity of the Idol. 

Now at that time we find no other mention 
of any other Deities, than the Sur and Heavenly 
Bodies ; ſo that this Calf could be the Symbol of 
no other Gods than the Sun, and theretore was 
ever reckoned among, their jeex £a, thew Holy 
Animals, as the Egyptian Prieſt and Antiquary 
Mantheo informs us, of which Aries and Taurus 
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Chap. 25- 
26. 


were the chicfeſt, and both of them confecrated 
in honour of the Sur, being the two firſt Signs 
in the Heavens; but the Feſtival of Aries was 
the moſt Solemn, when the Sun entring into- 
that Sign, began the Joytul New Year. Ih Op- 

olition to which the 1ſraelites were commanded 
to cut the Throat of the Paſchal Ram-npon that 
very Day,with all the Ceremonies of Contempr,, 
as 'hall appzar more afterward. 

This invincible Obftinacy in their Old Reli- 
gion, notwithſtanding the mighty Works God 
had wrought for their Deliverance, 1s ſeverely 
upbraided to them long after by God himſelf ro- 
his Prophet Amos, Have ye offeres unto me Sacrifices 
and Offerings intbe Wilderneſs Forty-Tears; O Honſe 

ljraet © But ye hawe born the Tabernacle of your 
Moloch, an the Star of your God Remphan, an1 
tbeir Images which ye made to your ſelves: 

This ts a plam Deſcription of their great a- 
verlenels to the Worſhip of the True God in 
the Wilderneſs, when God declares; thatcin re- 
ality they never. Worſhipped him at- all, bur 
ftuck clele to their old God Moloech, which is but: 
a. Synony mous: Word for che God Baal, i. e. the 
Sun, . and therefore they are promiſcuouſly us'd* 
in Scripture to expreſs one and the ſame: Deity. 
Thus Feremy 19, 5: They have built the High 
Places of 'Baal' to: burn vheir Sons-in the Fire: for” 
Kurnt Offerings.unto Baal. But Chapter the: 32: v. 

b7 >: the 
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35- the ſame Crime is thus expreſt, They built the 
High Places of Baal to cauſe their Sons and Daughters 
to paſs through the Fire unto Moloch; by which it is 
undeniably evident, that they were but Synony- 
 mous Terms for one and the ſame Cod; and in- 
deed they are Words of the ſame Signification, 
denoting Supreame or Kingly Power,and fo were 
appropriated by them, to the Sun, as Sovercign 
Lord of the Univerle. 

This ſtrange Inclination of the Iſraelites to Ido- 
latry, or the Worſhip of Baal and Meloch, is (o 
vehemently upbraided to them in the Scriprure,as 
ſhews it to have been inveterate and imperuous 
beyond Example: So God himſelf upbraids ir to 
them, that when he did ſuch mighty things for 
them mn their Delivery trom Egypt, and only 
required them to renounce the Idols of Egypt, Tet 
they rebelled againſt me, and would not bearken toEze, 20:7, 
me; They caſt not away the Abomination of theirs: 

Eyes, nor the Idols of Egypt. 

And when TJoſhna had ſetled themin the Holy 
Land, he forewarns them to ſerve the Truc God 
fincerely,and to put away the Gods which their Fa- 
thers ſerved on the other ſide the Flood,and in Egypt. 
By which it appears, they had not yet parted 
with their Old Gods : but the next Generation 
made a total Revolt ; and the Children of Ijraeljuag. 2. 11, 
did evil in the ſight of the Lord,'and ſerved Baalim, 
and they forſook the Lord God of their Fathers which - 

M 2 brought 


$7 


—_— 


Joſh. 24.14- 


6 ES a Ft A Pr eters OY WIA AAS —— irene et OE eo 


Reaſons for Abrogating 

brought them out of the Land of Egypt, and followed 

other Gods,of the Gods of the People that are round 
about them, and bowed themſelves unto them, and 

provoked the Lord to Anger, and they forſook the 

Lord, aud ſerv/d Baal and Aſhteroth. 

This whole Book 15 nothing elſe but a Narra- 
tive of their Sm by Idolatry, their Puniſhment 
by Captivity, their Repentance by imploring of 
the Mercy of the God of Ijrael, till at laſt after ſo- 
many Relapſes; they are thusan{wered by God in 
their Addreſles and Supplications unto him : And 
the Children of Ilrael cryed unto the Lord,aying, We 
have ſunned againſt thee, both becauſe we have ſorſa- 
ken our God,and aljo ſerved Baalim- : And the Lord 
ſaid unto the Children of Iſrael, did not I deliver you 
from the Egyptians, from the Ammorites, from the 
Children of 1jrael,and from the Philiſtins # Allo the 
Zidonians &- the Amalakztes c>-Maonites did of preſs 
you, and you ery'd to me, and 1 delivered you out of 
their hand, yet you have forſaken me,and ſerved other 
Go-ls,wherefore F will deliver you no more : go and cry 
ntothe Gods that yehawve choſen,let them deliver you 
in the tine of your Tribulations: But upon their 
Reformation they. are delwered, and as ſoon re- 
lapfe, of which a Train of Inſtances axe to be 
{cen in that Book. 

Here it may be obſerved all along that. the 
Scripture Notion of Idplatry is renounczng and for- 
ſalgng the. True. God, to. Worſhip other Gods, or 
Baalin, 
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Baalims,, that is; Idols of the Sun, whom they 
commontly calF'd the King of Heayen. And fo they 
ſin on, till God ſuffered his own Ark, (the Sym- 
bol of his awn- Preſence) to be carried into Cap- 
tivity ;., They apply cthemſclves to Samuel to inter- 
cede for them; Samuel returns them the old An- 
{wer that God himlclt had often made, If ye re- 
turn untothe; Lord with all your Hearts,then put away 
the ſtrange Gods,and Aſhteroth from among you, and 
prepare your Hearts unto the Lord, and ſerve him on- 


ly, and he will deliver you out of the Hands of the- 


Philiftins : Then the Children of Ifrael put away 

Baal and A\hteroth, and ſerved the Lord only. 
And Samnelat the reſigning of his Government; 

upon the EleGion of Saul, upbraids them with 


Sam. 7. 3, +: 


Cap. 1%; 


their continual Ingratitude againſt the Lord their 


God, from their firſt Deliverance out of Egyps 
to that very. Day, # forſaking the Lord to ſerve 
Baalim. So plain is the practical Notion of Ido- 
latry through the whole Sacred Hiltory. 


Under the pious Reigns of David and Solomon” 


the Sin of Idolatry was competently well re- 
rrench'd, till the Dotage of Solomon, when his 
Wives and Concubines turn'd away his Heart after 
other Gods,So thatSolomon went after Aſhteroth the 


1 King 12}- 


Goddeſs ofthe.Zidonians, and after Mitcom the Abo- , c. 


mination of the Ammonites. But thegreat Revolt 

was made by Jeroboam, upon rhe Diviſion of the: 

Kingdom, tho rather upon a Political thin Religi-- 
0786- 
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1 King- 12.045 Account. Jeroboam ſaid in his Heart, nowſball 
46. the Kingdom return tothe Houſe of David,ifthis Peo- 
ple goup to do Sacrifice in the Houſe of the Lord at Je 
riſalem; whereupon he makes two Calves of 
Gold, and ſaid to the People, It is too much for 
you to goupto Jeruſalem, behold thy Geds, O Iſrael, 
which brought thee up ont of the Land of Egypt. 
It was only an Arrtifice to oblige the People to 
himſelf by reſtoring to them ther old Egyptian 
Idolgfry. 
Some will have theſe Calves to have been ſet 
Yide Dr. 8p'in Imitation of Solomon's Cherubin, but this is 
Spencer, p. fully confuted by the learnedViſorins. If Ferobo- + 
13: am,jaith he,by his Calves deſign'd to imitate the eſt a- 
bliſl'd Religion of his Country, I pray you when he took 
theſe cornterfeit Cherubs, why not alſo. the Ark, the 
Propitiatory, the Seat of God, where the Divine 
Majeſty appear'd moſt conſpicuouſly in giving of Ora- 
cles the Tabernacle and the Temple Why if they 
were mae only in imitation of the Cherubs,why did 
he not call them by their own Name, by which they 
were known tothe People, whenthat would hawe been 
4 more eaſie way to deceive them? Why did he not 
take the Prieſts of the Family f Aaron, Why did 
be banifb them out of his Kingdom, why did not the 
People comply for three whole Years, if it had bzen 
an Imitation of their Old Religion under David and 
Solomon? Why if they were nothing but Cherubins, 
are they ſo often in Scripture fiyled other Gods go ” 
hou 
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ſhould he Sacrifice to thenm,vhen inthe Law of Molcs 
no Sacrifices were offered tothe Cherubim ? 
So that itis plain that theſe Calves were fet up 
by him as Idols or Symbols of a ney or ſeparate 
Religion from the Tribe of 7#/7ah; and tho he 
rook up the old Egyptian Idol for his Foundation, 
yer he {eem'd to have erefted aMotley Religion 
npon it, like that of the Samaritans of old, part- 
ly to invite the People of all Nations into his: 
Kingdom;where every Man wor:hipped- his own: 
God; and partly by diverſity of Religion, nore- 
effeQually to divide his own Kingdom from that 
of- the Litie of Solomon. 
Tho not Tong after Rehoboamatd the Tribe of 
Judith revolt from the Worthip of the true God' 
(as the Scriprure aggravates it ). abowkt all that their;King.” 144 
Fathers had done; 22, 
And from this time Idolatry, or th! Worſhip 
of Baal, was- the prevailing Religion in both: 
Kingdoms, tho ſometimes check'd by the Piety 
of reforming Princes: But it ſpread fo faſt, that 
El;ab thought himſelf lett alone; tho for for his 
comfort God informed him, that he had the (mall EW 
remainder of 7000 in 1ſrqel,” all the Knees which! Fu "I: 
bawve not bowed unto Baal. | 
But the Infe&ion ſoon became univerſal, and - 
tho God Almiyhty ſent his Prophets from tir? to 
time to reclaim them; yer all in vain, they ftilt: 
continued to worſhip the Hoſt of Heaven,and ferve: 
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'  Baal, till finding them irreclaimable, he” firſt 
delivered the Ten Tribes into the hands of Shal- 
maneſer, King of Aſſyria, where they continue in 
Captivity to this Day, and are a loſt Nation. 
But the Piety ef Hezekgab at that time for a 
while repriev'd the Tribe of Judah : But his Son 
Mazaſſeb, built up again the High Places, which 
Hezekyah his Father bad deſtroyed, audbe rear'd up 
Altars for Baal, and worſhipped all the Hoſt of Hea- 
wen, and ſerved them : Upon this God by his Pro- 
phets denounces their DeſteuCtion. Becavſe, ſaith 
he, they have ever done that which was evil in my 
ſight, and have provoked meto Anger ſince the day 
their Fathers came forth out of Egypt, untothss Day; 
or becauſe they have forſakgn me, and burnt Incenſe 
Cap22-17- to other Gods, that they might frowoke me to Anger 
with all the works of their Hands; therefore my wrath 
ſhall be kindled againſt them,and ſball not be quenched. 
But the Execution of the Sentence is ſuſpended, 
during the pious Reign of his Son Joſiab ; but 
2Kings 25- ag ſoon-as he's gathered to his Fathers, Jeruſalent 
and the Temple are deſtroyed by Nehachadnezzagr, 
. and King Zedekiah with all bis People are carried 
Captive into Babylon. 
This 15 a compendious Hiſtory. of ' the old 
Jewiſh Idolatry,andIthink a ſufficient Proof both 
of their ſtrange Inclination to it, ro the highelt 
degree of Madneſs, and whercin it plainly conſt 
Ned, their forlaking therrue inzifible God; to wor 
ſhip 
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* ſhip created Deities 3 than whichnothing is more 
evident through the whole Series of Scrip- 
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To this Evidence I might add a morc ample 
proof our of the Writings of the Prophets, that 
arc almoſt wholly imploved upon this Subjeet. 
But I muſt not be too tedious, and therefore I 


ſhall only obſerve, that they generally expreſs the 
greatneſs of this Folly under the Figure of un- 
goycrnable Luſt. Thus Z#zezel the 234. God 
deſcribes 1t to the Prophet under this Scheme. 


Son of man, there were two Women, the Daughters of 


one Mother, and they committed Whoredoms in Egypt, 
they committed Whoredoms in their Touth ; there were 
obeir Breaſts preſſed, and there they bruiſed the Teats 
if their Virginity; and the Names of them were Aho- 
a the Elder,and Aholibah her Sift-r, and they were 
mine, ard they bare Sons and Daughters ; Samaria 
is Ahola, and Jeruſalem Aholibah 3 and Ahola 
played the Harlot when ſhe was mine and ſhe dated, or 
run mad) for her Lovers, the Afſyrians ber Neigh- 
bours, with all their Idols jbe defiled her ſelf, neither 
left he her Whoredoms brought from Egypt , for in her 
Touth ('tis in the Hebrew) betore the was ripe of 
Age, they lay with her, and they bruis'd the Breaſts 
of her Virginity, and poured their Whoredom upon 
her ; wherefore I have delivered her into the Hand 
of her Lowers, into the Hand of the Aſ/yriaus, upon 
whom ſhe doted, and after whom ſhe run mad. 
The ſame 1s repeated of her Silter Ahzlibah, 
N who 
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who for her incorrigible Adulteries is delivercd * 
intothe hands of the Babylonians;northing.can be 
expreſſed with greater vehemence than this, that 
is compared to the utmoſt lewdneſs of Female 
Luſt; and nothing 'more evident, than that this 
Lewdneſs conliſted in deſerting the truc inviſible 
God, to worſhip the falſe Deitics of their Neigh- 
bours, particularly the Gods of the Agyptians, 
Aſſyrians and Chaldeans. 

And that is my ſccond Head of diſcourſe,that 
the Gods that they worſhiped at that time were 
nothing but the Heavenly Bodies, or the Sun, as 
the Supreme Deity. This 1s cyident enough 
from what hath alrcady bcen diſcourſed, Idolatry 
in general being every wheredeſcribed in Scripture 
by the worſhip of the Hoſt of Heaven, or Hea- 
zenly Bodies. Thus Deut. 4. 19. Leſt thou liſt up 
thine Eyes to Heaven, and when thou ſeeſt the Sun 
and the Moon, and the Stars, even all the Hoſt of 
Heaven, ſhould be driven(temptcd )to worſhip them, 
which the Lord thy God created for the uſe and benefit 
of all Nations under the whole Heaven. So Chap.1 7. 
v. 2, 3. If there be found any among you that have 
wrought wickedneſs in the ſight of the Lord your God 
in tranſgreſſing hisC ovenant and hath gone and ſerved 
other Gods, and worſhiped them, either the Sun, or 
Moon, or any of the Hoſt of Heaven, ye ſhall lone 
him to Death, 2 King.1 7.16. / bey left all the Com- 
mandments of the Lord their God,and made them Mel- 
ten 
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ten Images, two Calves, and made a Grove, and 
worſhipped all the Hoft of Heaven, and ſerved Baal. 
So Manaſſeh ereEted Altars to Baal, and worſhipped 
the Hoſt of Heaven, chap 21.3. So Foſiah, when 
k he deftroyed Idolatry, brought out the Veſſels of 
b the Hoſt of Heaven. 

4 And the Jews, when after their return from 
 B Captivity, they would enter their folemn Pro» 
teſtation againit Idolatry,they do it in this form-- 
Thou even Thouart Lord alone. thou haſt made Hea- 
ven,the Heaven of Heavens with all their Hoſt &c. 
Nehemiah 9. 6. So Jeremiza 19. 13. Jeruſalem 
and Judah ſhall be deſtroyed becauſe they have burned 
Incenſe unto all the Hoſt of Heaven,and have poured 
out Drink Offerings unto other Gods. So Zephaniah 
1. 5. God threatens to deſtroy the Worſhipers of 
Baal, and of the Hoſt of Heaven: And laitly, Sr. 
Stephen in his laſt Speech upbraiding the Jews 
with their Idolatry,ſays,that God gave them up to 
Worſhip the Hoſt of Heaven. 

So evident 1s the Practical Notion of Ldolatry, 
through the whole Series of ſcripture, thar it 
was the worſhiping the Heavenly Bodics as the ſu- 
preme Deities, or as Job empharically cxprelles ir, 
Chap.31.v.26. If I beheld the Sun when it jbin'd, or 
the Mcon walking in brightneſs, and my Heart hath 
been ſecretly enticed, or my Mouth hath kiſſed my 
Hand this alſo were an iniquity to be puniſh'd bythe 
Judge, for T ſhould bave ad the moſt High God. 
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VVhat can be moreplain than this Definition 
of Idolatry, that it is the Worſhip of the Sax 
and Moon, becauſe it would have excluded the 
VVorſhip Cu: only tothe moſt High God ? And 
the very word, that we commonly tranſlate Ima- 
ges in general, ſignifies properly Images of the 
Sun. Thus Leviticus 26.30.God threatens them 
I will deſtroy your Images, as we tranſlate 1t ; bur 
in the Hebrew your Chamanim1.c.|mages of the 
Sun. So the ſecond of Chronicles, chap. 34. v. 7. 
And fo it 1s ſet ſometimes in the Margent eyen 
in the Engliſh Tranſlayon [ar Sun Images] as 
Iſaiah 17.8. Ezek.6.4. 

And fo all learned Men of all Nations and Re: 
Iigions, eycr underſtood the old Notion of Ido- 
latry, till this laſt Age, when Folly and Paſſion 
caſt it at any thing that pecviſh- Men were an- 
gry with. So Rabbi Maimon the moſt learned 
and judicious of thc Jewiſh Doctors, diſcourſes 
at large, that the ancicnt Idolatry was nothing 
but the Religion of the. Eaſtern Nations, who 
acknowledge no other Deitics but the Stars, a- 
mong whom the Sz was ſupreme, 1n Oppoſition 
to which falſe Principle, he ſays, God enacted 
the Law of Moſes. 

This was the ſenſe of all the other old Hea; 
then Nations.as may be fccnat large in Euſebius's 
Collections of their ſeveral Opinions 1n his Firſt 
and Third Book of thc Preparation of the oe 
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pel, where he proves that the ancient Heathens 
worſhipped only the Stars, without any Notion. 
of Heroes and Demons. The fame 1s atteſted by 
all the Hiſtorians ; by Diodorus Siculus of "the 
Feyptians ; by Herodotus of the Perſians and 
Chaldeans ; by Strabo and Juſtin of the Arabians;. 
by Ceſar of the Germans; ſo Macrobius, in his 
firſt Book Saturnal, proves it of all the ancient 
Idolaters, that it wasthe VVorſhip of the Sar a; 
the fupreme Deity : fo in the ancient Hymn ro 
Jupiter aſcribed to Orphens, 1t 1s the Sun only that, 
1s all along adored. 

In ſhort,ſo aJl the learned Men interpret all the 
ſcycral Idols that we read of in the Holy ſcrip- 
tures ; particularly thoſe two learned Proteſtants, 
Mr. Selden, in his learned Book de Diis Syris ; 
and Gerard Voſſins, de Idelolatria, proves all the 
Idols mentioned in Scripture to have bcen only fo 
many ſeveral Appellations of the Sun,whom the 
ancient Idolaters belicy'd to haye been the ſu- 
preme God and Creator of the VVorld as Baal, 
Baal  Peor, Bel, Moloch, Dagon, Baalzebub My- 
thras, &c. In a wora. the whole Nation of the 
Criticks, that agree in nothing clſe, are unani- 
mous here ; tho indeed the thing 1s ſo cyident 
in all the Accounts, Hiltories and Deſcriptions 
of the Ancient Idolary, that it is to mc the 
grearcit aſtoniſhment 1n the V Vorld, that Mcn 
ſhould apply it ro any other purpoſe, 
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1 know there was another fort of Ido/atry in- 
troduced afterward, the Worſhip of Men and Wo- 
men,but I find no ſuch practice in the Scriptures, 
bur take it to have been much more modern, 
and 'a meer Invention of the vain and Iying 
Greeks ; but whenſoever it came in, it was graft- 
cd upon the old Stock, of giving the Worſhip 
of the ſupreme God, not only to created, but to 
mortal Beings. | 

Here it were caſic to wander into a large Ficld 
of MythologickMyſtery;but beſides that, I take all 
Mythology to be much more Fable than the 1i- 
ecral Fablc it ſelf : I have rcſolv'd to confine my 
ſelf ro the Information of the Holy Scriptures, 
trom* whence, as we have the moſt infallible 
Teſtimony that can be had, fo in this caſe we 
can have no other, all other VVritings whatſo- 
ever being by ſome Thouſands of Years too 
modern to give any Account from their own 
Knowledge of thoſe Ancient Times. 

And tor a more acuratc account of this, I ſhall 
rcter the Reader to that admirable Book of Dr. 
Spencers,concerning the Jewiſh Laws and the Rea- 
ſons of them, in which he proves eyery Minute 
Circumitance of the Ritual and ceremomal Law 
to have bcen cnactcd only for the preycntion of 
Idolatry or Sun-Worſhip. There any Gentleman 
that delights in ancicnt Learning, may have his 
glut of pleaſure and ſatisfattion ; for beſide the 
great Compals and Varicty of politc Litcraturc, 


__ . 
he hath brought Wit, Senſe, Reaſon 4- 

nuity into the Synagogue. I will 6.17 cxuplitic 
the thing in ſome tcw particulars. 

The firſt 1s the Inſtitution or ſome Rites ye- 
culiar to God's own worſhip, both as a Bar to 
preſerve them from any other worihip, in which 
thoſe Rites were not us'd, and as an Oohgation to 
bind them the faſter ro their Duty to himſclt ; 
among theſe the chicteſt arc Circumciſion and the 
Sabbath, which he inſtituted, as 1t were, the rwo 
Sacrnments of the Jewiſh Religion, or the wor- 
ſhip of the Creator of Heaven and Earth, to di- 
ftinguiſh them from their Nezjghbour Nations, 
who worſtup only his Creatures. 

With Circumcilion God fign'd his Covenant 
with Abraham, which was the firſt Revelation of 
himſelf againſt Idolatry, and the Foundation of 
the whole Mcſaick Law, which was ſcal'd to, by 
this ſacred Rite of Circumciſion ; fo that with- 
out it, they were cſtecmed no better than Idola- 
ters, and an wncircaumciſed Man {ignifics no Icfs 
than an Heather. 

This Reaſon 1s expreſly given by God himſclt 
at the firſt inſtitution of it 1n his Coyenant with 
Abraham : I will eftabliſh my Covenant between thee 
and me,and thy Seed after thee in their Generations 
for an everlaſting Covenant, to be a God unto Thee, 
and 10 thy ſeed after thee. his is my Covenant which 
ye ſhall keep between me and you, and thy ſeed after 
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Exod. 12. 
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thee,every Male Child among you ſhall be Circumci- 
ſed. And you ſhall Circumciſe the Fleſh of your Fore- 
Shin, and it ſhall be a Token of the Covenant be- 
twixt you and me; and therefore the uncircumciſed 
ſhall be cut off from his People, as having broken my 
Covenant; 1.C. renounced the true Religion, which 
is as Grotivs obſerves not reaſonably to be under- 
ſtood of infants. but of men grown to Ycars of 
Underitanding,whoſe Parcnts had neglected thar 
Office in their infancy, and therefore if they did 
not ſupply that defe&t, when they came to Age 
It was looked upon as renouncing the VVorſhip 
of the truc God, of which this was the firſt Sa- 
crament orCeremony of Admiſſion into the Jew- 
1h Church, which alone profcis'd it, and that 1s 
the Reaſon of St. Paul's Ailcrtion, Every Man that 
is Circumciſed, is a Debtor to do the whole Law, 1.£, 
he that willingly and knowingly undergocs this 
initiating C.cremony, by Vertue of that he obl- 
gcs himſclt ro the Obſcrvation of the whole Mo- 
ſaich Law, and all things commanded in ir. 

And tor this Reaſon no Profſelyre was admutted 
to the Paſchal Feſtival,the moſt ſacred Solemn+- 
ty of the Jewiſn Rehgion, without Circumc- 
ſion. I hen a ſtranger ſhall ſojourn with thee, and 
will hecp the Vaſsower to the Lord, let all his Males 
be Circ: mciſed, and then let him come near, and 
keep it, and Þe ſhall be as one that is born in the 
Lend; for no Uncircumciſed Perſon jhall eat "_—_ 
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This ſcems to be the mcaning of thar paſlage, 
Joſhua 5.9. when God commanded Joſhua to cir- 
cumciſe all the People that were born in the 
Wilderneſs, and that indeed is all then living ; 
tor thoſe that came out of Egypt were dead, and 
when Joſhua had done it, God tells him, This day 
have I rolled away the Reproach of Egypt from off you; 
the Reproach of Egypt was thar Idolatry, which 
they had now renounced by the Sacrament of 
Circumcitton. And accordingly in the Perſccuti- 
on of Antiochus Epiphanes to abolth the Jewiſh : vac, 1 
Religion, and cſtabliſh Idolatry, the Jews arc *-15,48,62, 
commanded to leave their Children uncircum- ©" 
cis'd; and the Apoſtates endeavourcd to blot our 
the Marks of their Circunicilion ; and ccrtain 
Women that had taken care to circumciſe their 
Children were put to death,and the Infants hanged 
about their Necks. That was the diſtinctive Mark 
through all Agcs between a Worſhiper of che 
trus God and an Idolater. So that it was the 
lame thing not to be circumciſed, and to apo- 
{tatiſe to Idolatry. 

The ſecond, and indeed the greateit Bar of all 
againſt Idolatry, was the Ir/titution of the Sabbath 
in memory of Gods Creation of the whole viſible 
World, and for that rcaſon this Doctrine ot the 
Sabbath was reputcd as tundamental an Articic 
in the Jewiſh Church, as the Doctrine of the 


Croſs in the Chriſtian, becauſe all other Arriclcs - 
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of their Religion depended upon the belief ot 
their God's Creation of the VVorld. 

And therefore when God had given Moſes a 
compleat Body of Laws for his own VVorſhip, 
he ratifics, and as1it were compriſes them all in a 
vchement and reitcratcd preſſing that one Law of 
the Sabbath, Exod. 31. v. 12. to the cnd of the 
Chapter. And aftcr the Children of Iſrael had ' 
comnuttcd Idolatry in worſhiping the Golden 
Calf, for which God had for ſome time cat 
them off, hc is at laſt prevailed upon by Moſes to 
renew his Covenant with them upon a new Con- 
tract. Firſt, That thcy worihip none of the 
Gods of the Heathen Nations, nor cycr uſc any of 
their Rites and Ceremonies. And then that they 
be more carctul to obſerve the Paſsover and the 
Sabbath, Exod. 34. 12. 

And the Obſervation of the Sabbath 15 again 
enforced in the very beginning of the next Chap- 
ter, as the Bond and Epitome of the whole Law, 
And Moſes gathered all the Congregation of the C hil. 
dren of Iiracl together, and ſaid unto them,theſe qre 
the words which the Lord hath commanded that ye 
ſkould do them Six days jhall work be done but on the 
Seventh day,there ſhall be to you a Holy day, a Sab- 
bath of reſt to the Lord, whoſoever doth work therein 
ſhall be put to death: As 1t the Sabbath alone 


were the whole Law, according to that ſaying of 
the 
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the Talmud, Whoſoever denies the Sabbath, denies 
the whole Law. Becauſe that's an Acknowledg- 
ment of the Creator of the VVorld, as the Au- 
thor of the Moſaick Law. And for that reaſon 
the Almighty upon all occaſions ſtyles himſelt in 
Scripture, Creator of Heaven and Earth, which we 
(1mproperly enough) tranſlate Poſ/eſ/or of Hea- 
ven and Earth ; and indecd the Hiſtory of the 
Creation it ſelt, and the whole Pcentateuch,ſcem to 
have been. written on purpoſe to prevent Idola- 
try,or the worſhip of Created Beings ; and therce- 
torc Moſes doth nor ſet down the Creation of the 
Univerſe in grcſs,but ot cvcrv part by it {clt, par- 
ticularly of the Sun, Moon and Stars. And that 
IS 1n 1t ſclf a ſufficient ſecurity againit giving them 
that were mccr Creatures, the worſhip that 1s 
only duc to the CreKor. 

And this ſeems to be the reaſon of the partt- 
cular form ot words in the Fourth Command- 
ment, Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy,for 
in ſix days the Lord made Heaven and Farth, and 
refted the ſeventh day ; As 1t hc had ſaid, be ſure 
that you bc particularly mindtul of this Com- 
mandiment ot the Sabbath aboyc all others, tor 
It is a Day dedicated to the Ercrnal Memory ot 
the Creation, and theretore cnjovyn'd to be ob- 
ſerv'd cycry ſeventh day, that it may continually 
bring to mind that great work, and never ſutter 
It to decay out of thy Mcmory. 
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And from hence 1t 1s that the Precepts of not 
worſhiping Idols, and obſcrving the Sabbath, are 
ſo frequently coupled together in the Scriptures, 
as if they were inſeparable. Frxod.z 3.1 2,123. Six 
days thou ſhalt do thy work, and on the ſeventh day 
thou ſhalt reſt and make no mention of the Names of 
other Gods, neither let them be heard out of thy mouth. 
Levit. 19.34. Je Jball keep my Sabbaths, I am Je- 
hovah your God ; turn ye not wnto Idols, nor make 
to your ſelves molten Gods : Iam the Lord your God. 
Levit.26.1,2.7e ſhall make ye no Idols, ye jhall keep - 
my Sabbaths. Ezck.20.18,20, Walk ye not in the 
ſtatutes of your Fathers, nor deſile your ſelves with 
your Idols, and hollow my Sabbath that are for a 
ſign between you and me,that you may know that I am 
Jehovah your God; for their hearts went after their 
Idols : fo v.24. they polluted ny Sabbaths. 

And as theſe commands are fo frequently joyn- 
ed togethcr, ſo 1s the violation of them, as if 
they could not be parted, Ezek.20.16, They pollu- 
ted my Sabbaths, and their eyes were after their Fa- 
thers Idols. And King Abaz,when he ſet up Idola- 
try,hc in Contempt turn'd the Covert for the Sab- 

King. 16. bath out of the Houſe of the Lord. Mac. 1.44. And 
18: many of the people conſented to the command of the 
King, and ſacrijiced to Idols, and prophaned the '$ ab- 
bath.So necelJary was it for the obſervation of tlic 
Sabbath, and the worſhip of the true God, to run 
the ſame Fate,or ſtand and fall together ; becauſe 
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the Sabbath. was inſtirured in memory of the 
Creation of the World by the true God ; and 
therefore the belicf and obſcrvation of it, was an 
open Decehance to al} Idolatry, as the Pſalnuſt 
joyns them together ; A// the Gods of the Hea- pjy1.g6.;. 
thens are Idols : But the Lord made the Heavens. 

And this 1s the diftin&tive Character that God 
hath given between himſclt, the only true God, 
and thc Heathen Idols or Vanities; The Gods that 
have not made the Heavens and the Earth ſhall 
periſh from the Earth, and from under the Heavens. 

The Lord hath made the Earth by his Power he hath \er.15.11, 
framed the Univerſe by his Wiſdom, and hath ſtretch- '* 
ed out the Heavens by his Diſcretion. 

INow the obſervation of the Sabbath, as in(ti- 
tuted in honour of the inviſible Creator of the 
vilible or material World, being the fundamental 
Article of Faith in the Jew1h Church, in oppoli- 
| tion to Idolatry, or giving the Worſhip of the 

ſupreme Deity to created Beings,it is for that rea- 

ſon more frequently recited than any other Law, 

and its was as ſeycrely puniſhed as Idolatry it 
: ſelf ; the recital of this command 1s almoſt halt 
of the Law and the Prophets, and the violation 
of it certain Death, as a Crime of the ſame Na- 
ture with Idolatry it ſelf.So evident 1s 1t through 
the whole Scrics of ſacred Hiſtory that the Sab- 
bath was inſtituted in oppoſition to 1deolatry, and 
that the Idolatry it was oppoſed to, was the _ 
ſhip 
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ſhip of created Beings as the ſupreme uncreated 
Detty. 

To conclude this Argument, tho I deſigned 
to confine my ſelf to the Teſtimony of Holy 
Scripture, that is the only competent witneſs in 
the caſe ; yet I find ſuch a pregnant Paſlage cited 
out of Sr. Cyril of Alexandria to the ſame. purpoſe 
with thcPrenuſes, from his ownObſervation of the 
Train of Scripture Hiſtory,that 1t were great pity 
to rob the Reader of fo fair an Authority, © Afrer 
* the Iſraelites, (ſays hc) left their own Country to 
* ſojourn in Egypt, in proceſs of time they loſt all 
* memory of their Anceſtors, and deſcent from the 
* Line of Abraham; ſo that their ancient Cuſtoms 
' being worn out by degrees,and the Religion of their 
: Forefathers diſus'd, they were at length debauched 
Z by converſation with the Egyptians to Idolatry, and 
- gave the worſhip of the ſupreme God to the Sun,and 
under him to the Heavens, Earth, Moon, Stars. 
* And therefore when God delivered them out of their 
* Egyptiau Bondage, to bring them to the promiſed 
* Lande peremptorily commands them to diſcard all 
* their Egyptian Errors; but becauſe there was need 
" of an evident ſign, by which they jhould, as it were, 
* be forced toconfeſs, that Heauen was made by his 
* Almighty Power; and that the Sun, Moon and 
* Stars, and all other Beings, were the works of his 
© hands ; he commands the Feſtival of the Sabbath 
as a Mcrrorul and Inutation of himſelf and his 


work 3 ws 


the T E ST. 


—©—C 


* work; and therefore they that devote themſelves to 
* reſt as their Creator refled, by that acknowledpe, 
* that all other things were the Produtt of his Power ; 
* and that is the natural deſign of the Sabbath Reſt, 
«f0 affect them with a ſenſe of the ſupreme Deity, or- 
© Creator of all things. 

In the ſecond place,a very great and confidera- 
ble part of the Moſaick Law was enacted, purcly 
in oppoſition to the Old Heathen Rites and Cu- 
{toms. Herc I omit the Idolatry of the Zabiz, 
ſo much of late inſiſted upon by learned Men, 
becauſe I find no ancient Footliteps of any ſuch. 
People in the World. 

The Mahometan Arabic Writers arc the firſt that 
make any mcntion of them, and their Divinuty(as 
the Arabians deſcribe ir) 1s a mcer Fanattck Rhap- 
ſody of Chaldaiſm,or Aſtrologick Idolatry, Fudaiſm, 
or the Hiſtory of the Patriarchs turned into Fa- 
bles; Gnoſticiſm, or the worſhip of -Demons and 
Angels; Pythagoriſm, or turning all things into 
Allegorics, and theretore muſt be of a much 
younger Date than Chriſtanuy, y 

The firſt time we read of them, 1s in the Alcho- 
ran, and Mahomet gives them that name of Zabii, 
becauſe they lay Eaſtward from Arabia,tor fo thc 
Word ſignifies Eafterlings: Or more probably 
from a Fanatick Inutation of the Old Telita- 
mcnt, that ficquently and commonly ityles the 


cathen Idolaters by the Title of the men of the 
Eaſt, 
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Eaft, i.c. the Chaldeans, who were ſituated Eaſt- 
ward of Fudea. 

After himwe have no accouut of any ſuch Na- 
tion as the Zabiinll about Eight Hundred Years 
ſince. For the Prophet and his barbarous Fol- 
lowers, as they conquered, deſtroyed all Monu- 
ments of Learning, till being ſerled in Peace and 
Empire, (as1s the manner of all Barbarians)they 
betook themſelves to the humour of Learning, 
and tranſlated Books out of other Languages, 
not only Greek and Latin, but of their Neigh- 
bour Nations into their own Tongue. 

This 1s the moſt ancient Account, after all the 
noiſe that has been made of their extreme Anti- 
quity, that we have of any Zabian Writers ; ſo 
that ſetting that modern Nation aſide, the Moſaick 
Rites were inſtituted in oppoſition to the more 
ancient Idolatry of their Neighbour Nations, par- 
ticularly the Egyptians and the Canaanites, of 
whom there was moſt danger by reaſon of their 
late converſation with the one, and their new 
converſation with.the other. And therefore againſt 
theſe God arms them with a ſpecial Caution, 
After the doings of the Land of Egypt, wherein ye 
dwelt ſhall ye not do; and after the doings of the 
Land of Canaan, whether 1 bring you, ſhall ye not 
do ; neither ſhall ye walk in their Ordinances. 

This contraricty of theJews to theLaws and Cu- 
ſtoms of all other Nations 1s made uſe of by Haman 
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to King Abaſuerus to procure their Deſtruction ; 
Eſth. 3.8. And Haman ſaid unto King Abaſuerurythere 
is a certain People ſcattered abroad, and diſperſed among 
the People in all the Propmces of thy Kingdom, and 
ther Laws are divers from all People, neither keep 
they the Kings Laws ; and therefore it tz not for the 
Kang s Intereſt to ſuffer them. If it pleaſe the King, 
let it be written that they may be deſtroyed. 

This 1s perpetually objeEted by Manetho the 
Egyptian Prieff againſt the Jews, that they aimed 
at nothing ſo much in the Rites of the Relt- 
gion, as to affront and refle&t Defiance upon the 
Egypcian Devotion. And fo Tacitus his account 
O 


them is this 3 Moſes ut fibt in poſterum Judeorum Hitt 1. 5; 


oo firmaret, novos ritus contrarioſque ceteris morta- 
tbut tndidit ; Prophana ullts omnia, que apud nos ſa- 
cra; rurſum nceſ apud illos, que nobu inceſta. Mok 
that he might the better confirm the Jewiſh Nation to 
himſelf, mſtituted new Rites, contrary to the cuſtoms 
of the reſt of Mankind ; what is moſt ſacred with us, 
is moſt prophane with them ; and what with us 


is efteem- 
ed moſt abominable, is allowed to them as lawful and 


mnocent, 


This is the certain ground of that known unt- - 


verſal contempt and hatred of all other Nations 
againſt the Jews: And ſo that Paſlage in Fere- 
mah, cap. 12. ver. 9g. 1s applyed by Grotus tg 
—_— Mine Heritage ts unto me as 4 ſpeckled 
Bird ; the Birds round about her are againſt her : Mine 

P 


Inhe- 


— 


| 


=—_ 


-——110O | Reaſons for Abrogating 


a 
CES - 


p IT 


Þuberitance ts become lthe a ſtrange Brrd, and 1s parſurd 
by all the Birds of the Freld ; As when a Bird of a 
{trange Colour, happens to conſort with other 
Birds, it 1s natural for them all to ſet upon it ; 
and this was the caſe of the Jews in reference to 
all cheir Neighbour Nations. 

It were an endleſs work to recite all the Rites 
peculiar to the Jews, and inſtituted in contradt- 
Etion to the Cuſtoms of their Neighbours, when 
it is the only reaſon that runs through almoſt all 
their Law, even to the boiling of a Kid or Lamb 
m its Dams Milk ; tothe fowing of divers Seeds 
rogethet.; plowing with an Or and an Aſs ; wear- 
img Linfey Woolley, &c. And therefore I ſhall 
only inſtance in two remarkable particulars. 

The Tnſtutution'of the Paſſover ; And the Law 
agamſt Sacrificmg m High Places, both which are 
enjoynt as molt effeEtual Remedies againſt Ido- 
latry. | 
The Paſfover was the fir{t Law inſtituted by 
God , at, or upon their Deliverance out of 
Egypt. In the Tenth day of this Month, they fhall 
take to them every Man a Lamb, a Male of the firſt 
Tear, 'atcording to the Houſe of therr Fathers, In 
the Obſervation of this great Solemniry, as at is 
there preſcribed, every the moſt mmurce Crrcum- 
Nance is an expreſs. deftance-to the Egyptian Fol- 
lies. Firſt, che Paſchal Lamb muſt be a Malc 
a year old, that 1s, a youne Ram ; and that was 
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New Year : And afterwards of Jupiter Anmon, 
whom the Greeks planted upon the Srock of the 
Old Egyptian Idol of the Hun. 

Now upon the account of the Sacrednets of 
theſe Animals, they never offered any of their 
Species 1n Sacrifice. And hence when Pharoah 
bid Moſes go Sacrifice to the Lord in che Land of 


Egypt, Moſes anſwers, that they dare not, Becauſe x,,g.g..5. 


tt would be an Abomination to the Egyptians, ſo that 
they would ſtone them ; that 1s, it would be a Pro- 
phaneueſs and open Affront to the Religion of the 
Eg yptians if they ſhould offer in Sacrifice (accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of their Fore-fathers) thoſe very 
Animals that the Egyptians had conſecrated to che 
Honour of their Gods. And for the fame reaſon 
they are commanded to Sacrifice the Paflover with 


a yourig Bu/locky as well as a young Ram, out of the Deut.16. 2. 
Flock or out of the Herd, as the Scripture exprelles it. * 
And when King o/zah kept, after a long intermuth1- 2 Chron.2; 
on, a moſt folemn Paſlover, belades Lambs and 7 


Kids, he gave to the People 3 000 Byllocks. 
Now next to a Ram the Bullock was the moſt 
Sacred of all the Holy Anunals, and therefore 


made the ſecond Sign in the Zodzack, And there- 
T2 fore 
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Exod. 12. 


fore when the Greeks, or later Eg yptians, gave the 
firſt Symbol to Jupiter Ammon, their Supreme 
God, they gave the ſecond to Ofyris, by them 
commonty called 4p:s (not underſtanding that 
that word only {1gnifyed the Image, not the Det- 
ty ) fo that here Tacitus his Malice is not much in 
the wrong ; Ceſo Arete velut in cxtumeliam Ammo- 
ns, Bos quoque tmmslatur, quem Fg yptuz Apim vocant, 
They ſerife a Ram 7 fon A nn, and a 
Bullock #n 4ffront to Oſyris. Belide,. it muſt be # 
Male, not a Female, becauſe the Eeyptians and 
Heathens ( who indeed generally followed the 
Egyptian Cuſtoms, eſpecially the Greeks) uſed only 
Females in their Sacrifices. 

But the moſt obſervable circumſtance m this 
whole Solemnity, 1s the time of its Celebration ; 
the Lamb- was to be ſolemnly ſet apart for the 
Sacrifice on the: Tenth Day of the Month, till 
the Fourteenth, becauſe on the Tenth Day, on 
which the Sun entred the Sign Aries, began the 
great Feſtival of Ar:es, or the New Year; ſo that 


+ beginning the Jewiſh Paſſover at the ſame time, it 


was a manifeft Triumph over the Egyptian Deity, 
by cutting the Throat of the poor Beaſt, with as 
much Solemnity as the Eg yptransat that very time 
worſhipd it. 

And for the ſame reaſon a Cow that was facred 
ro __ rather to ſome more antient Deity, I ſup- 


poſe the More, was commanded to be driven our 
of 
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of the Camp, and burnt as an unclean Beaſt ; and 
ſo becauſe the Egyptians addrefled their Worſhip to 
a Goat, as the Symbol of ſome Deity , probably, 
the Sun in that Sign, God commanded the Jews 
ro make, uſe chiefly of Goats in their Expiatory 
Sacrifices, and particularly the Scape-Goat, laden 
with all the Sins, and all the Curſes of the Peo- 
ple ; and hence the 1ſrae/ites were (triCtly forbid- 
den to Sacrifice to Goats, which we tranſlate De- 


vils : And they ſhall no more offer Sacrifice to Devils, £9.19 - 


( reis 7942915) to Goats, after whom they have gone a 
whoring. This ſhall be a Statute for ever unto them 
throughout thetr Generations. 
But to return to the Paſchal Ram, all the cir- 
cumſtances of the Initicution carry a remarkable 
{1gnificancy in them: Thus when they are com- 
manded to befmear the Side-poſts,and upper Door- 
wag or Lintal of every Houſe : What could have 
een a more publick Contempt of the Egyptian 
Religion, when by it they declared, that the Al- 
mighty Power that had prov it ſelf by fo many 
Miracles and Judgments, eſpecially this Laſtin the 
Death of the Firit-born, commanded to put all 
manner of contempt upon thoſe Creatures that. 
were conſecrated to the Worſhip of their Gods, 
and to leave thoſe Bloody Poſt to the Egyptians, 
as Monuments of their baftled Deitics ? 
And tho I have no Reverence to the Authort- 


ty of the Jewiſh Rabbies in the account of anti- 
at 
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ent times, being not only very trifling, but very 
modern Writers ; yet there 1s cited an excellent 
Paſſage out of R. Abraham Seba, that I cannot 
omit to recite, not for its Authors fake, but its 
own. *<© The Egyptians began the computation of 
CC thetr Months from the time that the Smn entred Ari- 
C 7 - and this whole Month was celebrated with extra- 
© ordinary Feſtrval Solemnity, and was more ſacred 
& than ul the Months of the year beſide. God there- 
«© fore deſigning to ſet his People at as great a diſtance 
'& as could be from the Cuſtoms of the Heathens, com- 
© manded them to begin the year, not from the Full 
&« Moon, as the Egyptians did, but from the firſt day 
© of the Month ; and whereas the Egyptians ſpared 
« their Cattle, and durſt not ſo much as eat Rams Fleſh, 
© therefore they are commanded to kl, roaſt, and eat it ; 
&« ſo that whereas they offer Incenſe to it, and perform 
&« thetr Solemn Devotions before it, theſe are comman- 
« ded in contempt to ſprinkle the Blood of this moſt Ho- 
&« /y Animal upon the very Threſhold of their Houſes. 
So far the Doctor. 

So again they are commanded not to eat the 
Paſchal Ram raw, in oppolition to the Cuſtoms 
of the antient and barbarous Heathen Nations, 
who eat all their Sacrifices raw, eſpecially at their 
{igning of Covenants and Treaties of Peace ; and 
that is the original Reaſon of the Command to ab- 
{tain from Blood. 

Then it is to be eaten in ove Houſe, not to be 
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eaten abroad in ſolemn Pomp and Proceſhon, as 
the Heathen Prieſts did their raw Sacrifices. Nor 
a Bone of it tobe broken, becauſe the Heathen Prieſts 
1m their pretended holy Rage were wont to tear 
their Sacritices in pieces with their Teeth. The 
Head with the Legs and Partenance tobe eaten, becauſe 
the Hearhens only cat the YV:ſcera, or Inwazds, n- 
thing of it to remain till the morning, lelt it ſhould be 
abusd to ſuperſtitious uſes, as the Heathens did the 
Relicks of rheir Sacritices, who ſold them to the 
People as a Charm againſt Diſeaſes and ill Luck. 

All which circumſtances are molt particularly 
remarkable in the Bacchanalta, or groat Feſtival 
of Bacchus, that the Greeks ſtole out of Egypt, as 
well as all their other Superſtitions, as the moſt 
kearned of them confeſs: And concerning the Bac- 
chanalia in particular, Herodotus tells ws by whom 
they were fir{t brought out of Egypt into Greece, 
V2, the famous Phylitian Me/ampus. 

Laſtly, the Paſſover was not to be ſodden tn Water, 
becauſe the Eg yptrans and Syrians always boll their 
Sacrifices, eſpecially ro Horus or the Sz; and for 
that reaſon it is, that this little circumſtance is fo 
often urged, and ſo ſtrictly obſervd. And this4 
particularly objected by Mazetho the Eg yptrar 
againſt the Jews, that they were not content only 
to deſtroy their js 73s, their Conſeorated Aumals, 
bur conſumed them by Fire, as in were burning” 
their Gods in Efhgie. | 
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Theſe are the great Reaſons, why the Divine 
Law-giver laid ſo much ſtreſs upon this Solem- 
nity, and all the circumſtances belonging to it, 
when it was the grand Diagnoſtick, or dittinguiſh- 
ing CharaCter between the Worſhipers of the 
crue God, and of- created Deities. 

. Andtherefore upon all Apoſtaſies of the Peo- 
ple from their Religion,it was the Cuſtom of their 
pious Princes to recall them, by reviewing and re- 
newing the Laws of the Paſchal Feſtival. So 7o- 


frah, when he ſet himſelf to aboliſh all Relicks of 
Idolatry, and eſtabliſh the Worſhip of the true 
God for ever : He commanded all the People, ſaying, 
Keep the Paſſover unto the Lord your God, as it ts 
written in the Book of the Covenant, $ &, there was 


wot holden ſuch a Paſſover from the days of the Judges 
that Judged Iſrael, nor of the Kings of Judea. 

That was an undenyable Proof of their com- 

lete Reformation. 

The ſecond Law enjoynd in oppoſition to 
_ Idolatry, is that againſt ſacrificing upon 
High Places, which were Egyptian Altars built 
in the form of High Towers, that they mighc 
make nearer approaches to the Sun in their Devo- 
tions. And therefore God, on the contrary, com- 
mands the 1ſrae/:tes to ſacrifice to himſelf upon a 
low Altar of Earth, Exod. 20. 24, 26. without 
fteps or ſtairs; which Laws were given either 
wich, or immediately after the Ten Command- 
ments, as it ſeems of equal weight with them. 
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So that to offer Sacrifices upon High Places, is 
always repreſented in Scripture as a very high A& 
of Idolatry ; and to deſtroy the High Places in 
Scripture as an eminent ACt of Reforma- 
tion, which muſt be underſtood of Towers, 
not of Mountains, that are not fo ealily demoli- 
ſhed. So Levi. 26. 30. 1 will deftroy your High 
Places, and cut down your Images, [or Chamanim] 
and caſt your Carcaſes upon the Carcaſes of your Idols 
and my Soul ſhall abhor you. So Numbers 12. ar. 
Balack took Balaam and brought hem up mmto the Highr 
Places, or Pillars, as the Septuagint always render 
it by «ia, of Badl, that thence be naght ſee the ut- 
moſs part of the People, So Numb. 33. 52. Te ſhall 
drive out all the Inhabitants of the Land before you, 
deſtroy all their Prttures and Molten Images, and 
ak down all their High Places. 

In the Hiſtorical and Prophetical Writings, 
Ldolatry is almoſt every where expreſt by Sacrifpcrng 
or Worſhipeng, in High Places. The Idol Prieſts are 
ſtyled Prieſts of the High Places. 

This, ſays Herodotus, was the received Cuftom 
of the antient Nations, and of this Nattre were 
the Egyptian Pyramids; and that which 1s fill 
{tanding is built in the form of an Altar, re. a four 
ſquare Plane, ten Cubits broad on every (ide, ( nor 
as it 1$-vulgarly ſupposd,a Point or Spire)ro which 
the Prieſt advancet by 250 Aſcents, which Hero- 
ditus, that viewed: them» above 2000 years 2905 
as; 
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ſays, were ſo many lefler Altars... But that the 
Pyramids were ſuppoſed in the more polite Times, 
co have been antient Altars, 1s. evident from that 
known Verſe of Lucan. 


Votaque Pyramidum celſas ſolvuntur ad Aras. 


There are Monuments of this antient Cuſtom 
ſtill remaining in the Weſt Indies. Gage in his Sur- 
vey, deſcribes ſuch a Tower in the middle of the 
great Temple at Mextco, of an 180 Aſcents,w here 
chetr Prieſts offered all their Sacrifices. 

In ſhort, the People of Iſrael were 1o fond of 

theſe High Alcars, that ſome Princes, who would 
have demoliſhe them as pieces of - Idolatry, were 
forced to deliſt for fear of popular Tumults and 


1 King.15- Seditions. : So Aſa in his Reformation, when he 
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| burnt their Idols, could not remove their High 
Places. So Jehoaſh could do every thing, but re- 


2 King !2- ove the High Places. So Amazzab was forced to 
Chap. 14.4. 1eave them behind him: ſohis Son Azariab : and 
Chap. 15.4- when they were demoliſhed by Hezzekah, and 


fome of the more pious Princes, they were ever 

firſt reſtored at the Peoples return to Idolatry. 
And agreeable to what is here repreſented is the 
Reaſon annexed to the Divine Law, /eſt ye diſco 
ver your nakedneſs ; which words, tho they may 
be lhmully taken, yet according to the Language 
of Scripture in this matter,they have a much high- 
er meanung, 2. e. leſt you commit Idelatry or Adul- 
tery 
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tery with other Gods, and expoſe your ſhame and 
nakedneſs by playing the Harlot upon your High 
Places: Theſe rwo things, Idolatry and Adultery 
being ſo frequently joyned together in Scripture, 
as the ſame Crime. 

Thus far, to mention no more, it pleaſed God 
to provide againſt Idolatry, by enaCting ſpecial 
Laws in dire&t Oppoſition to the Heathen Rites. 

When God hadcatherd the more rank and no- 
tortous Acts of Heathen Worſhip, he retained 
ſome of their more innocent Rites,efpecially thoſe 
that were derived from the antient Patriarchs, be- 
fore the later Corruptions were crept in, leſt if 
God had given a Law altogether new, and abo- 
liſhed all their Old Cuſtoms, People that are al- 
ways fond of the Ufſages of their Fore-tathers, 
ſhould rather have revolted to the Heathen Idola- 
try, than ſubmit themſelves to ſuch a new and un- 
couth Religion ; and therefore out of: condeſcen- 
tion to their rudeneſs and weakneſs, God per- 
mitted them to retain ſeveral of their former 
Rites and Ceremonies in his new Worſhip, that 
by that Indulgence he might win them more eaſ1- 
ly to embrace this new Inſtitution. 

And this ſeems to be the Grammatical Senſe of 


St. Paul's Expreſſion, That God ſuffered therr Man- Atts 13.18. 


vers tn the Wilderneſs Forty years, where the word 
romgpdp{s ſuffered, 15 taken from the Ulſe or Lan- 


guage of Mothers or Nurſes, that are forced to 
() 2 humour 


— 
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humour and comply wath the little Follies of 
their Children by any way to pleaſe them. _ 

In alluſion to this word, God was pleated to 
expreſs his Treatment of rhe Chuldren of {{raet, 
who knowing the weakneſs of their rude and 
childiſh Underſtandings, pernatted and indulged 
them to enjoy not a few of their former Cancers 
cogether with his own Divine Law. 

And fo Moſes lets them know in his Farewel 
Speech, That the Lord had all along born with them, as 
4 Father doth with bis Child. And fo Grotius para- 
phraſes that paſlage of St. Pau/, When we were 
Children, we were m Bondage under the Elements of 
the World, 1. e. fays he, we were under fubjection 
to thoſe Rires and Ukages that were common to 
us with the reſt of the Workd, as Temples, 4ltars, 
Sacrifices, New Moons, to which he mighe have 
added, Oblations of Firſt Fruits, Punficattons, Fe- 
ftrval Solemmitees, T abernacles, Dedication of Tenths, 
the Ark, the Cherubim or Feraphim ( for they are 
promulcuouſly uſed iy Scripture, and are of very 
antient uſe : ) Theſe, and the hkeold Cuſtoms 
were enjoyned the People of Iſrael, left for want 
of them they ſhould relapſe to Mo/atry. 

And: becauſe theſe Cuftoms were eommon to 
the Jews with the reſt of the World, therefore 
they are calld the Elements of the World, and 
weak and beggarly Elements, and: carnal Ordi- 
nances, that were imposd and born with: rill the 
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We 


tame of Reformation, inthe Apoſtolical Writi ings 
when they would bear down the value of t 
Moſaick Law. 

Bur to omit the reſt,] ſhall only inſt upon the 
Cherulam, that God commanded to be placed over 
the Ark, and all Divine Worſhip to be directed 
towards them, 4nd theu' ſhalt make two Chernbims 
of Gold, of beaten work ſhalt thou make them, in the 
two ends of the Mercy ſeat, &Cc. 

That they were Statues or Images is out of 
doubt by their Defcription, bur of what particu- 
lar Form is matter of Controverlte among learned 
Men; tho what ever they were, I am nor con- 
cerned ; it 1s enough that they were Images uſed 
in the Worſhip of God, and then the uſe of Inma- 
ges iS nor in it ſelf Idv/atry. | 

That the Word originally and properly ſigni- 
fies an Ox, 1s evident from Ezekel, who: uſes the 
Words promiſcuoully, Chap. tr. ro. Asfor the ltke- 
neſs of their Faces, They fow had the face of a 
Man, and the face of 4 Lyon on the Right fide, and they 
four had the face of an Ox on the left fude, they forr 
alſo had the face of an Eagle : but Chap. 10.14. the 
ſame things are thus deſcribed, Ard every one had 
four faces ; the firſt Face was the face of a Cherb, 
the ſecond the face of a Man, the third of a Lyon, 
and the fourth of an Bagle, And as aft Ox or a 
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Cherub was uſed by the Antients as a Symbol of 


Strength or Power, ſothence came they to _ 
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thething it ſelf; ſo God tells the King of Tyre, 
that he was his anointed Cherub, 1. ce. that he had 
made him great and powerful. 

Hence whenever God in Scripture 1s faid to 
ſit upon, or dwell between the Cherub:ms, it is 
when his Power particularly 1s repreſented. Thus 
when the 1ſraelites were defeated by the Philrſtzns, 
they agree at a Council of War to ſend for the 
Ark of God to fave them out of the hands of 
their Enemies. So the People ſent to Shiloh, that 

1 5M-4- 3» they might bring from thence the Ark of the Covenant 

a of the Lord of Hoſts, who dwellcth between the Chec- 
rubims. So King Hezekab in his Diſtreſs calling 
upon the Divine Protection and Deliverance from 
his Enemy ; And Hezekiah prayed befere the Lord, 
and ſaid, O Lord God of Iſrael, that dwelleſt between 

2 King. 19: the Cherubims, thou alone art God of all the Kingdoms 

£4 of the Barth. So Pſal.99.1. The Lord reigneth, let 
the People tremble ; he futetb between the Cherubims, 
let the Earth be moved. 

And for this reaſon were theſe facred Images 
placed over the Ark, as the Symbols or Hiero- 
glyphicks, to repreſent the Preſence of the Divine 
Majeſty ; ſothart as the 4rk is ſtyled God's Foot- 
ſtool, the Cherubims are called his Throne: And fo 
when the Ark and Cherubims were brought into 
the Temple, this Anthem was ſung : Lift up your 

Pfal.24.78. Heads, O ye Gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everl4- 
flung Doors, and the King of Glory ſhall come in : Who 
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zs this. King of Glory ?'ithe Lord of Hoſts, the Lor4 
ſtrong and maghty, the Lord mighty m Battle. 

In ſhort, theſe. Images were the moſt ſacred 
things in all the Jewiſh .Religion ; what they 
were, I will not determine ; ſome will have them 
to have been Statues of Beautiful Youths (as they 
are now vulgarly repreſented : ) Others, the Sta- 
rue of a young Bullock, from the ſynonymous ſ1g- 


nification of the Words : But the * moſt learned * 6roiw. 
conclude themyas they ſuppoſe with | vom Authori- Pr: Spencer 


Villalpandus 
cen any One Bochartus. 


ty from the Scriptures, not to have 
certain Form, but. , nuxt of ſeveral Forms, in 
which that of: a Bullock. had the biggeſt ſhare ; 
but compountled of: theſe four ſhapes, a Man's 
Face, anEagles Wings, a Lyons Back, an Oxes 
or Bullocks Thighs and Feet. As they are deſcri- 
bed inthe fore-cited Chapters of Ezekel, 1.& 10. 
And to this nodoubt St. Job alludes in his V iſton 
of the. Four Beaſts, Rev. 4. 6, 7. Round about the 
Throne were four Beaſts ; and the firſt Beaſt was like 
a Lyon, and the ſecond like a Calf, and the third 
had a face as a Man, and the fourth was lekg a flymng 
Eagle. And they reſt nat day and mglt, ſaying, Holy, 
Bl, Holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, and-1s, 
and 14 to come. 

In Alluſion; 'tis no doubt, to the repreſentati- 
on of the immediate Divine Preſence in the Ark 
by the Cherubims, that were made vp of theſe 


fqur' Beaſts, that were probably pitche upon, be. | 
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cauſe of that great prehemincnce that they hold a- 
bove all other Orders of Creatures, A Man for 
Underſtanding, an Eagle for Swiftnets, a Lyon 
and a Bull for Strength. 
; But what ever they were, they were ſacred, 
Images ſet up by God himſelf in the place of his 
own Worſhip ; and he was fo far from forbidding 
the uſe of Images.in it, that he would not be wor- 
ſhiped without then. | 
This is the true Account of Idetatry, as it is fta- 
ted in the Scripture from the grand Deltgn of the 
Moſaich Law, to reſtore the Worſhup of che true 
invitible God, the Creator of Heaven and Earth, in 
oppoſition to the Idols, or created Deities of the 
Heathen World, and by all wife Arts and Mechods 
to keep them Joyal to himſelf: And this gives us 
* the true Rationale of the Moſarck Law, in which 
every particular Rite had fome regard to /do/atry. 
So that the Breach of any one ceremonial. Law 
was a degree of it ; and to boil a Kid in its Mo» 
thers Milk was /dolatry,. as well as.to offer Sacri- 
fice to the Sun, becauſe the Heathens uſed that 
form of Ceremony in the Worſhip: of that.God. 
God. did not think it ſufficient for their ſecurity 
to forbid them the Worſhip of this talſe God, bus 
every minyte Circumſtance that belonged toi it, 
leſt by. deprees:they mighe bereconcaled to.it. And 
therefore God- calls - himſelf upon all ' occalis 
OBS jealous God, and/oftentimes--a jealous - Huſ 
N11. 


band, 


” 


band, to let them know, that they muſt nor only 
avoid Idolatry it Telf, but all the leaſt appearances 
and fufpitions of 'it by Heathen Compliances. 

Now if we compare this antient Idolatry of 
the Jews, with that. of late charged by fome men 
upon all CO - the Romary Communion, 
I know not which will appear greateſt, the Malice 
or the Folly of the Chin |: confi of theſe 
three Heads. 


I. The Worſhip of Images. 
I. Adoration of the Hoſs. 
HI. Invocation of Saints. 


All which are repreſented to the People as 
Crimes of the ſame Nature with the old Egypti- 
an Idolatry. | 

But as to the firft, the Uſe of Images in the 
Worſhip of God, 1 cannot but admure at the 
Confidence of theſ& Men , to make. ſo bold a 
Charge againft them in general, when the Tma- 
- ges of the Cherubim were commanded by God 
bimſelf 

They were the moſt ſolemn and facred part of 
the Jewiſh Religion ; and therefore, tho Tmages, 
ſo far from Idoſatry, that God made them the 
Seat of his Preſence, and from between them de- 
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livered his Oracles ; fo that ſomething more is. re+ 
quired to make 1aslatry, than theuſe of Images. 

This Inſtance is fo plain and obvious to every 
Reader, there being nothing more remarkable in 
all the old Teſtament, than the Honour done to 
the Cherubim, that 'tis a mych greater wonder to 
me, that thoſe Men, who advance the Objection 
of Idolatry ſo groundleſly, can fo {lightly rid them- 
ſelves of ſo pregnant a Proof againſt it. 

It is objected, I remember, by a learned Ad- 
verſary, to the great Founder of this, andall other 
Anticathol:que, and Antichriftian, and uncharitable 
Principles among us ; but he turns it off ſo care- 
leſly, as if it were not worth his Notice. ' Firſt, 
That they only direCted their Worſhip towards the 
Images. Yea, they did fo, as the Symbols of God's 
Preſence, and that is to Worſhip God by Images, 
or to give- the ſame Signs of Reverence to his 
ey ol: as to Himſelf. And therefore when 
David exhorts the People to give Honour to the 
Ark, he ſays, ae3oxweimn, bow down to, or wor- 
ſhip his Footſtool, for It, or He, ts holy. 

And af ſo much outward Worſhip may be gi- 
ven to Images, as Symbols of the Divine pre- 
ſence, it is enough to juſtifie it. But however 
che thing ſtands, the mw of all Images is the ſame, 
and a Roman Catholique may make the ſame 
Plea for his Church, as this Author does for the 
Jews; and if he accept it in one Caſe, he cannot 
[C- 
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refuſe it-in another ; or if he does; he will give 
but little proof of his Integrity. 

Ar leaſt God was not ſo nice and metaphyſical 
in enaCting his Laws, by diſtinguiſhing berween 
bowing to, and towards ; or if theſe Gentlemen 


lay, he was, they mu(t ſhew us where: But what: 


Authority do theſe Men aſſume to themſelves, 
when by the precarious uſe of theſe two little 
Particles, they think ro make the ſame ACt the 
Whiteſt, and the Blackeſt thing in the World, 
towards an Image, tis innocent ; tot, Idolatry 2 - 

But let them take which the pleaſe (for they are 


their own Carvers 1n all their own Controverſies) - 


If it be no Idolatry ro Worſhip towards an Image, 
after all cheir Frights,they fa x give up the Cauſe 
ro the Church of Rome, that requires no more. 

But the ſecond Reply is much more curious 
and metaphyſical, That the Cherubims were not 
ſeen by the People, and adored but once a year by 
the High Prieſt : Here then we diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the Idolatry of the Sight and the Mind; an 
Image ſeen 15 on but þ covered, tis none. $0 
that to adore the Hoſt expoſed, 1s Ido/atry ; but 
in a Pix, 'tis zone. What Rubbiſh 1s hereto ſtuff 
out ſo weighty an Argument } 

Bur if + did not ſee their Images in the Ark, 
they knew them to be there, and of what Form 
they were, bcing deſcribed to them by God him- 


ſelf in their Law. Upon theſe Terms it ſeems a 
=4 R 2 Blind 
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Blind Man can never be an Idolater ; and if all 
the Romaniſts would ſhut their Eyes art convent- 
ent Times, they would quit themſelves of this 
black Accuſation. 

But the High Prieſt uſed this Solemnicy only 
once a year. If it were /dolatry, it was as un- 
jawful once a year, as if done every day ; and if 
lawfully done but once a year, it was no Idola- 
try : Its being ſeldom ar frequenr, makes no dif- 
ference; 1t 15 either always Idolatry, or it 1s never 
ſo. 

And yet theſe little Pretences are the laſt Re- 
ſult of this great Argument; and when we have 
loaded the greateſt part of Chriſtendom with the 
fouleſt Crime in the World, we think to make 
good the Accuſation by ſuch thameleſs Shifts and 
Pretences as theſe ; for in theſe Trifles, the Dil- 
pute as to the Cherubim Images, ended ; and yet 
the Clamour of /delatry 15 kept up as high as ever 
co this very day. 

But what Images do the Roman Catholiques 
worſhip? Do they worſhipany Image or Symbols 
of Falſe Gods, as the Supreme Deitzes ? If they 
do not, then they are innocent of the worft part 
of Idofatry. Or do they attempt to make a Srm- 
litude of the true God, or uncreated Dryme Nature ? 
That is the other part of Idelatry, and the Scrip- 
ture knows no more; therefore however ſuper(ti- 
tous they may be in their uſe of Images, yet they 
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cannot 'be guilty of /delatry, but upon ' one. of 
theſe two Accounts, which no Man was ever yet 
{o hardy as to charge upon that Church. _ 

Till cherefore ir be proved that they worſhip 
Images of falſe Gods as the Supreme Deities, or 
that they worſhip the'true God by Corporeal Images 
and Repreſentations of his Divine Nature, there is 
no Footing for 1de{atry in Chriſtendom. 

As for the Adoration of the Hoſt, till they 
can prove tis given to it either as a Symbol of a 
falſe God, or the Pifture of the true one, howſo- 
ever faulty it may be otherwile, it can be no Ido- 
latry. 

And as for the Invocation of Saints, unleſs 
they worſhip them as the $ «ger God,the Charge 
of Idolatry 1s an idle Word, and the Adoration 
it ſelf char is given to them as Saints, is a direct 
Proteſtation againſt [dolatry, becauſe it ſuppoſes a 
Superior Deity, and that Suppolirion cuts off the 
very being ldolatry. 

Bur to give an Account of their ptecarious 
Notions of Javlatry, and their more precarious 
ways of proving it, would ſwell co Volumes ; 
Ka 1 ll at at vrek 
ment, and ſhall only obſerve what a Barbarous 
Thing it is to make the Lives, Fortunes and Liberties 
of the Englith Neb:/uty and Gentry to depend upon 
ſuch Trifles and Cruditics, by remarking the un- 
heard of and unparallet'd Penalties that are annexed 
to fo {lender a Law, V:&. T hat 


ent I ſhall diſmiſs che Argu- 


— 


130 


—— 


353 Eliz.ca. 


3 Jacob.ca. 
FI 


That every Dffender ſhall be deemed 
and adjudged a Popiſh Recuſant convbiet 
to all Yntents and Purpoſes whatſoever, 
and ſhall fozfeit and ſuffer as a Popiſh Re- 
cuſant conbict, and ſhall be diſabled to hold 
any Office o2 Place of Truſt oz P2ofit,. Ci- 
vil o2 Hilitary. in any of His ÞHajelties 
Realms o2 Fozeign Plantations; And. 
ſhall be diſabled from thencefo2th to Sit o2 
Ulote in either Houſe of Parliament, oz 
make a P2ory in the Houſe of Peers, o2 to 
ſue, 02 uſe any Action, Bill, Plaint oz 
Jnfozmation in Courſe of Law; o2 to p20- 
ſecute any Ouit in any Court of Equity, 
o2 to be Guardian of any Child, o2 Erecu- 
to2 oz Adminiltratoz of any Perſon, o2 ca- 
pable of any Legacy o2 Deed of Gift; and 
laſtly, ſhall fozfeit fo; every wilful Offence 
the &um of Five Hund?ed Pounds. 

Hereare all the Puniſhments that can be infli- 
Cted upon a /iving Man. 

Convict Recuſancy it ſelf,. one would think, is 
Puniſhment more than enough for any one Crime : 
Abjuration of the Realm ; Returning without leave , 
Felony without Clergy ; _ refuſing to abjure, Forfee- 
ture of all Goods, Oat s and Lands for Life. 


Forfeiture of Sixty Pounds per Annum, Baniſh- 
ment from the Kengs Court under Forfetture of an 
Hundred Pounds, and from London on the ſame Pe- 
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nalty, Forfeiture of Right of Patronage, Dilabled from 
| pa; or Os j 1, and fy FE; abled j be 
Guardian, Executor or Adminiſtrator, and Legatee. 

This was thought the utmoſt Severity in the 
Zealous days of Queen El:zabeth ; but alaſs ! 
our Modern Zeal will not be confined to the 
gentle Moderation of our Fore-fathers ; but now 
we muſt ſuffer all theſe, with many more, to 
the loſs of our Birth-rights, and all Benefits of Law, 
tor no higher ACt of Recuſancy, than not ſwearing 
to the Truth of Dr. St's Unlearned and Fanatique 
Notion of 1dolatry; for that inteality is the bottom 
of all this Miſchief and Madneſs. 

Andas it is advanced among into ſo bloody a 
Charge ; I cannot but declare my utter Abhorrence 
both of that, and its Abetters, as ſworn Enemies 
to the Peace of Chriſtendom ; and in the Reſule 
of all, I find, That Idolatry made the Plot, and that 
the Plot made Idolatry, and that the ſame Perſons 
made both. 

Thus begging Allowance for Humane Infirmi- 
ties, leſſer Errors and Miſtakes, which in ſo much 
variety of Argument and Citation will eſcape the 
greateſt Care, I have declazed my _ Judg- 
ment of this — Law, as I will anſwer for 
my Integrity to God and the World. 


SA. OXON. 
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